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In a letter just received from one of our mis- 
sionaries in the Belgian Congo we have this 
thought-provoking passage: “Guess I’m here for 
the duration. We’ve just had a cable from the 
Executive Committee asking that we go south for 
jong vacations instead of coming home—except 
for medical reasons. I’m thankful to say I have 
no grounds for a clipper trip on that score. I’m 
glad I’m stranded on this side rather than the 
other—even if I do envy some of my _ nurse 
friends with the Army in North Africa and else- 
where. I couldn’t sit at home and be a ‘missionary 
on furlough.’ ’’ We know of course that this last 
statement was not meant as a criticism of any of 
our faithful missionaries who because of their 
strenuous service are in need of rest. On the other 
hand this statement should prove a real challenge 
to some church members who act as if they were 
“on furlough” most of the time. 


Attention Subscribers! 


Please note the date on your address label and 
if it reads 4-43 or 5-43 or 6-43 or even 7-43 then 
let us have your renewal at once. Our subscription 
list continues to grow steadily. You can help 
greatly by renewing promptly. Please continue to 
remember us in your prayers and speak a good 
word for us as you have opportunity. The sub- 
scription price is $1.00 a year. This price holds 
good for our missionaries also wherever mail can 
be sent today. The address is: The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. Let us hear 
from you at once. 


—————__ ~~ oe 


The series on Baptism, by Rev. John Scott 
Johnson, Ph.D., is now available in booklet form. 
The price is 15c each or two for 25¢ postpaid. 
They may be secured by writing the author at 
1822 Broad Street, Augusta, Ga., or you may send 
your orders to us and they will receive proper 
attention. 


EDITORIAL 


What Is Truth? 


This question had the hollow ring of an 
expediency-loving Roman Politician on one event- 
ful day at the Imperial Court at Jerusalem. To- 
day it arises in many honest and confused hearts 
regarding the meaning of terms used and the 
actions of ecclesiastical leaders, action which in 
every-day life would be declared deliberate de- 
ception but which we shrink from applying to 
Spiritual Leaders whom we have considered since 
childhood as the opponents of duplicity and de- 
ception. 


Since the early days of the Church, the terms 
used by the authors of the Westminster Confes- 
sion have had and conveyed the simple meaning 
which the language composing these terms would 
be presumed to mean. The authors of that Con- 
fession, at its outset, in detail and throughout its 
length, obviously tried to use clear language and 
thus make unmistakable their meaning. To be 
doubly sure, they specifically enumerate the Books 
that they refer to concerning which they declare 


“the entire perfection thereof” and that “all of 
which are given by inspiration of God” and re- 
peat “being immediately inspired by God.” They 
accept and declare that the “infallible rule of in- 
terpretation of Scripture (having just designated 
the Books of Scripture—our present Bible) is the 
Scripture itself.’”” They propounded and approved 
Catechisms for the better explaining of the truth 
which they declare. We are all familiar with these 
statements and declarations. The Church did not 
have to accept or adopt this Confession and Cate- 
chisms but it did approve and adopt them. Among 
others, the Presbyterian Church, North and South, 
have embodied them as part of their official and 
basie contributions. For generations they believed 
and from pulpit, Sunday Schools and fireside de- 
clared that the simple and clear language of this 
Confession and these Catechisms were and are 
the cardinal] tenets of their Faith. Their ministers 
pledged that they accepted the Faith therein de- 
fined and declared that they would defend it. We 
repeat—as a Church, we did not have to accept 
it, and no minister or officer ever in any way was 
forced or compelled to pledge his loyalty to or 
belief therein. Voluntarily and of our own mo- 
tion we did accept and have pledged our loyalty 
thereto. We knew what the language used therein 
(“inspired,” “infallible,” “inerrant,” “contained,” 
“Word of God,” “the Scriptures principally teach,” 
“rule,’”’ etc.) was understood to mean. We under- 
stood what this language and the terms of our 
personal pledges had been understood to mean. 
When the Minister or Court propounded the per- 
sonal pledge to each of us, we knew what this 
pledge was intended by him and understood by 
all to mean. No duplicity or intentional deception 
up to this point. It was clearly understood by all. 
In the language of the street, up to this point, 
“everything was on the level.” 

Then comes along the ascending influence and 
so-called “scholarly” prestige of the Liberal wing 
of the Church during the past two decades. Once 
it was designated as Higher Criticism. Today, ac- 
cording to the degree of “criticism,” our terms 
are Modernism and Liberalism. To the discerning 
mind, we believe it is fair to say that all of these 
terms are but varying degrees of man’s desire to 
challenge what heretofore has been considered and 
believed to be the personally declared and in- 
fallible Word of God. This challenging of the au- 
thority of Scripture was once amazing. It has 
long since and tragically now become common- 
place. Most of our ministers between 30 and 50 
years of age—that virile age which of necessity 
must bear the burden of the leadership of the 
Church—have come out into the ministry from 
the tutorage of one or more professors holding 
these Liberal views. We believe they are wrong. 
The Church, which accepted and sponsored our 
Confession and Catechisms for generations, be- 
lieved they were wrong. The question here raised, 
however, is not that their beliefs are wrong but 
that the use of these old terms with new and mis- 
understood meanings therefor IS wrong—not only 
wrong but all too often used with duplicity and 
deliberate deception. Let us illustrate. Not long 
since we talked with an able and leading minister 
in our Church concerning the doctrinal statement, 
“The Word of God, which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old. and New Testaments, etc.” 
His interpretation of the word “contained” was 
that the Scriptures did contain the word of God 
but that it also contained statements and passages 
which were not the word of God. Is this what the 
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Church meant when it adopted this Confession 
and Catechisms or what the public has a right to 
understand or normally would understand if this 
minister stated that he believed and accepted this 
passage of our Standards? 


Another minister of high standing and leader- 
ship in one of our church-owned institutions stated 
regarding inspiration (quoted verbatim as we re- 
call his statement): “I believe the Bible is in- 
spired for what it was intended to teach (re- 
ligion) not for history, ete., etc.” Is this what our 
Confession, which he and our Church -have ac- 
cepted, intended to say and to mean? Recently a 
young candidate for the ministry coming from 
our largest Seminary frankly declared that he was 
not sure the entire Bible was inspired. The lad at 
least was honest and we respected and honored 
him therefor. But in spite of this frank statement 
recorded in its official minutes, the Presbytery 
proceeded to approve and accept him to become 
a preacher in good standing in our Church. What 
can we understand as the meaning of the Church 
regarding its Confession when a leading Presby- 
tery accepts for the ministry a young man who 
frankly declares he is not sure whether the Word 
of God is really of God or not? 


This confusion is worse confounded when a pro- 
fessor of another leading Seminary spreads fur- 
ther confusion by declaring the known and ac- 
cepted Liberal interpretation of Scripture as actu- 
ally being the ‘“‘Conservative’”’ position thereon (as 
is demonstrated again and again in the Book, “A 
Conservative Introduction to the Old Testament,” 
which is reviewed in the columns of this paper.) 


Throughout the past two decades we have been 
increasingly confused by the double meaning as- 
signed to “inspiration,” “infallible,” ‘‘contained,” 
“Word of God,” ete., etc. Must we now be fur- 
ther confused as to our meanings when defining 
these two schools of thought? Does Conservative 
also mean Liberal? The plea here made is for in- 
tellectual honesty. Let us believe what in honesty 
we each must believe. We can respect each other 
though we may differ in our beliefs but let us be 
both frank and intellectually honest. This con- 
fusion of terms in no way appears to be an acci- 
dent. The Auburn Affirmation was cradled in its 
philosophy. True religion is stultified when re- 
ligious leaders stoop to the processes which that 
religion itself condemns. The abuse here condemn- 
ed is not new. The forthright editor of The Chris- 
tian Century branded it long ago. With commend- 
able frankness he declared that the God of Mod- 
ernism is a different God from the God of Chris- 
tianity and the Bible of Modernism is a different 
Bible. We may not follow the editor in some of 
his thinking’ but we admire his forthrightness and 
respect his intellectual integrity. 


Our Confession and Catechisms may be wrong. 
We like them as they are. If they are wrong, the 
machinery is provided to change them at the 
pleasure of the Church. Let this change be made 
in the light of day in the Courts of the Church 
and not in the classrooms of our Seminaries and 
schools or exparte utterances of our pulpits. The 
cause of Liberalism itself is cheapened by the 
means it has employed. Intellectual integrity and 
common honesty are besmirched and traduced. If 
this duplicity is wilfully executed in the name of 


Truth, then, with aching hearts, we ask its users, 
“What is Truth?” 


The Moderator Of The 
U.S.A. Church 


The action of the Northern Church in electing 
Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin as Moderator is a clear 
declaration that our convictions regarding the im. 


portance of sound doctrine do not carry weight jp 
that Church. 


Dr. Coffin has made his position clear in his 
writings. We choose to accept the Word of God, 
not Dr. Coffin’s denials of the precious doctrines 
found therein. We are constrained to quote the 
Apostle John: “If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him Godspeed: for he that 
nee 99 him Godspeed is partaker of his eyil 
deeds.” 


Expressing as it does our conviction in this 
matter we quote herewith an editorial appearing 
in the June 26th issue of The Sunday School 
Times entitled “The New Moderator”: 


“Another ecclesiastical tragedy has been enact- 
ed before our eyes in the election of Dr. Henry 
Sloane Coffin as the Moderator of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the U.S.A. In the May issue of 
Christianity Today, published before the 155th 
General Assembly, Editor Samuel G. Craig pointed 
out clearly what it would mean to the Church if 
Dr. Coffin were elected. Dr. Coffin was one of the 
original signers of the ‘Auburn Affirmation, 
which holds that five essential Scriptural doctrines 
need not be believed even by Presbyterian min- 
isters. Since 1926 he has been president of Union 
Theological Seminary of New York City, which, 
as Dr. Craig says, ‘at least since 1917 ... has been 
the leading modernist Theological Seminary in 
this country and the chief disseminator of Ger- 
man rationalistic criticism.’ In a series of excerpts 
from Dr. Coffin’s writings quoted in Christianity 
Today one finds that he calls the Virgin Birth of 
our Lord ‘this unscriptural exaggeration’; and con- 
cerning the Atonement, he declares that ‘certain 
widely used hymns still perpetuate the theory that 
God pardons sinners because Christ purchased 
that pardon by His obedience and suffering,’ and 
that ‘Jesus on the way to Calvary’ was ‘feeling 
His way to His Father’s will.’ Is not this counting 
‘the blood of the covenant ... an unholy thing,’ 
and doing ‘despite ... unto the Spirit of grace?’ 
(Heb. 10:29.) And what mockery is this in the 
face of Paul’s charge to the Ephesian elders at 
Miletus ‘to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood!’ (Acts 20:28.) 
Much more could be said of the gravity of this 
step which has just been taken by the governing 
body of a Church that had such honorable begin- 
nings. It must be a great grief to those within that 
communion who still believe the Word of God; 
and it is to be hoped it will arouse those who 
were lulled into thinking that all was well in that 
Church. This is fresh evidence that the time has 
long since come ‘when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but shall heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turn- 
ed unto fables’ (II. Tim. 4:3,4). And it is a new 
warning to ‘awake to righteousness, and sin not; 
for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak 
this to your shame’ (I. Cor. 15:34).” 


In the months to come God give us all clear 
understanding of the issues which we face. H.B.D. 


July 1S 
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A BENT SWORD 


In the sixth chapter of Ephesians Paul tells 
Christians of the warfare in which they must 
engage. He describes minutely the armour which 
God has prepared and which we must wear. Then 
he tells us of the one weapon with which to fight; 
the one instrument which we can use with the 
certainty that it will confound the enemy. This 
weapon is the sword of the Spirit which is the 
word of God. 


In his new book, “A Conservative Introduction 
to the Old Testament,” Dr. Samuel A. Cartledge, 
of Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, 
Ga., presents his students and our Church with a 
bent sword, a defective weapon. 


To label this book “conservative” is an affront 
to the intelligence of even a superficial reader. 
Under the guise of a “conservative” approach the 
liberal viewpoint is again and again presented as 
the correct one. To sustain this statement we 
quote from the review of this book in the ultra- 
liberal ‘“‘Christian Century”: “Graf, Wellhausen, 
Driver, Haupt, Jastrow, Bewer and Pfeiffer have 
not labored in vain. Their work has spread until 
now a man who calls himself a conservative sub- 
scribes to their main tenets. In some quarters, at 
least, the battle is over.” 


Probably the outstanding defect of this book 
and one which brings deepest sorrow to the writer 
is the treatment given the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. To Dr. Cartledge, our Lord’s com- 
ments on the Old Testament are not to be taken 
at their face value. When Dr. Cartledge says, 
speaking of Christ, “ . .. it may be that he al- 
lowed his knowledge to be subject to the limita- 
tions of his time,’’ we wonder if he appreciates 
the full significance of such a statement. To im- 
pute error to our Lord Jesus Christ is, to the 
writer, preposterous. If He were in error he was 
not divine. One could weep to think that such a 
book should come from the pen of a professor in 
one of our Seminaries. 


This book has raised an issue which must be 
faced and faced squarely. The Journal would re- 
joice to ignore it, but to do so would be to fail in 
the main objective of this paper. This thing has 
not been done in a corner. This book is available 
for all who care to read it. 


The primary responsibility rests with the Board 
of Trustees of Columbia Seminary and with the 
Presbytery of which Dr. Cartledge is a member. 
An “explanation” or a “confession of faith” will 
not be sufficient. Only a clear and unequivocal 
retraction on Dr. Cartledge’s part can meet the 
requirements of the situation now facing Columbia 
Seminary and our Church. 


The United States Government has taken, and 
will continue to take, the most drastic measures 
against men and firms which supply our fighting 
men with defective weapons. Can the Church of 
Jesus Christ be less concerned? The sword which 
Dr. Cartledge presents in his book is a defective 
weapon, a far cry from the Book which has been 
the hope and inspiration and guide of God’s peo- 
ple for centuries and which today is the one hope 
of a Spiritual revival. —L.N.B. 


Doctrine vs. Union 


Whereas, the Southern Presbyterian Church has 
always laid great emphasis on purity of doctrine, 
and, 


Whereas, we feel that the revival for which we 
pray is unquestionably predicated on a faithful 
belief in and presentation of the great doctrines 
on which our Church was founded and for which 
she still stands, viz: 


1. That it is an essential doctrine of the Word 
of God and our standards that the Holy Spirit did 
so inspire, guide and move the writers of Holy 
Scriptures as to keep them from error. 


2. That it is an essential doctrine of the Word 
of God and our standards that our Lord Jesus 
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary. 


3. That is is an essential doctrine of the Word 
of God and our standards that Christ offered up 
Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine justice and to 
reconcile us to God. 


4. That it is an essential doctrine of the Word 
of God and our standards concerning our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that on the third day He rose from 
the dead with the same body with which He suffer- 
ed, with which He also ascended into heaven, and 
there sitteth at the right hand of God, making 
intercession. 


5. That is is an essential doctrine of the Word 
of God as the Supreme standard of our faith that 
our Lord Jesus Christ showed His power and love 
by working mighty miracles. This working was 
not contrary to nature but superior to it. 


Whereas, a large number of ministers in the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., have affirmed their 
conviction that the above mentioned doctrines are 
not essential to ordination, said statement having 
become known as the Auburn Affirmation. 


Whereas, the signers of said Auburn Affirma- 
tion continue not only in good standing in their 
Church but are also in ever increasing numbers 
being elected and appointed to positions of au- 
thority and power within said Church, 


And, whereas, the 1941 General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. was over- 
tured by the Presbytery of Cedar Rapids to help 
pave the way for union between the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., and our Southern Presbyterian 
Church by stating unequivocally faith in these es- 
sential doctrines as being involved in the ordina- 
tion vows to which our ministers subscribe, 


And, whereas, the said 1941 General Assembly 
of the U.S.A. Church refused to adopt this over- 
ture, 


And, whereas, until the doctrinal basis of union 
is clear, said union would of necessity involve the 
placing of our small minority Church under the 
jurisdiction and power of a larger group tolerant 
to a doctrinal inclusive policy to which we cannot 
submit. 


And, whereas, such agitation cannot possibly 
work for either peace or purity within the Church. 

This Journal believes: That the present efforts 
along the line of friendly co-operation may be 
continued but that all efforts looking to Organic 
Union with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., be 
discontinued until such time as said Church finds 
its way clear to reaffirm these essential doctrines 
of the Church to be necessary to and implicit in 
the ordination vows of all its ministers. —L.N.B. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


A Conservative Introduction To 
The Old Testament 


By Samuel A. Cartledge, Ph.D. 


Published By The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.75. 


In 1938 Dr. Cartledge gave us “A Conservative 
Introduction to the New Testament.” This volume 
had a splendid reception in conservative circles. 
This companion volume carries a similar title, but 
it is very doubtful if it will be as satisfying in 
conservative groups as the former work. There 
are three serious weaknesses found in this volume. 


The first weakness is found in the fact that the 
title is a misnomer. Many readers will find it mis- 
leading. The common sense idea of a conservative 
is one who is opposed to change or innovation. 
Any good dictionary will support this idea. If this 
is true, then this introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment is anything but conservative. The adage re- 
minding us that calling a sheep’s tail a leg does 
not make it a leg, applies here. Many of the views 
advanced in this book are certainly not in harmony 
with the conservative position of the Westminster 
standards or with the historical positions main- 
tained by the leaders of the Reformed Church. 
According to the conservative, the Bible is the 
greatest gift of the Holy Spirit. He inspired it. 
He has guarded it throughout centuries, and He 
is the Interpreter of it today. The conservative 
believes with all his heart that “‘holy men of old 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
According to conservatives, inspiration is some- 
thing that is different from illumination. Ilumi- 
nation is the gift of the Holy Spirit to every child 
of God, clarifying the mind of the Christian in 
regard to spiritual matters. According to the con- 
servative, inspiration is different from revelation. 
Revelation is a communication of the thoughts of 
God given by a miracle to the prophets and 
apostles. Inspiration, according to conservatives, 
is distinct in that it is the special and unique 
operation of the Holy Spirit in which He directs 
the minds of the writers of the Scriptures in the 
act of writing. Inspiration, therefore, is the oper- 
ation of the Holy Spirit in which He has given to 
the Church a complete and infallible Scripture. 
There is no indication in this book that the author 
holds to this idea, but it is certainly the conserva- 
tive idea and has been championed by men of 
God from Paul to the present day. 


The second weakness of this work is found in 
the fact that it disparages the perfect knowledge 
of Christ. The humble Christian refuses to be 
intimidated by the critics who are frequently irre- 
sponsible and unreliable. He prefers to turn to 
Christ as his final authority and his last court 
of appeal. No teacher is a safer guide to follow 
than Teacher. The traditional view of the 
Presbyterian Church has claimed Christ’s au- 
thority and approval of its teachings regarding the 
Old Testament. To whom shall we go for more 
reliable guidance than to Him who has the words 
of eternal life? Our Lord quoted and referred to 
the Old Testament more than four hundred times 


and not once did He question its trustworthiness, 
He preferred to endorse it. If the Christian is in 
doubt about the Old Testament, who is in better 
position to help than Christ? If we are to accept 
Christ’s authority and infallibility as to doctrine 
or ethics as conclusive and incontrovertible, why 
should we refuse to accept His authority and in- 
fallibility regarding certain questions relating to 
the credibility of the Old Testament? Jesus once 
affirmed, “If it were not so, I would have told 
you.” We may confidently believe that He who 
sought to free man’s mind from error would have 
given His disciples the truth regarding the Word 
of God, if they had been in error. 


Dr. Cartledge suggests that on the Kenotic 
theory of the Incarnation our Lord might have 
adapted His speech to beliefs current in His day 
or that He actually did not know. This reviewer 
believes that this is a dangerous position to hold. 
We must face the question without subterfuge. 
Did our Lord make exegetical and historical mis- 
takes? We contend with one Christian who stated 
“The teaching of Him ‘in whom dwelleth all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily’ must not be sub- 
jected to the testing of the sin-clouded intellect 
of mortal man.” Logically and theologically it is 
wiser to follow the statements made by our sinless 
Lord than the hypotheses of sinful man. It is not 
logical to believe that the modern critics have dis- 
covered something that our Lord, in His perfect 
human nature and perfect divine nature, did not 
know—especially when the critics cannot agree 
as to what they have discovered. It is logical, 
however, to believe that Christ even in His human 
nature had a divine insight into everything that 
related to the Father’s Word to a far greater de- 
gree than a sinful man. It is exceedingl¥ perilous 
to draw some imaginary line around our Lord’s 
mind and say that beyond this point He was 
ignorant. After all, the Kenosis idea must not be 
pressed beyond our Lord emptying Himself of His 
divine glories and privileges. We must repudiate 
all teachings that assert that our Lord was fallible 
and erred in His statements. 


The third weakness is found in the fact that this 
book encourages a critical spirit towards the Bible 
that results in spiritual paralysis. Germany is a 
monumental example of this fact. As soon as the 
Christian Church in Germany adopted the Graf- 
Wellhausen theory of the Scriptures, her spiritual 
life began to wane. We have never known a 
theological seminary where this critical spirit 
towards the Bible obtained, that ever sent. forth 
its graduates on fire to rescue the perishing. This 
critical spirit towards the Bible has been evangel- 
ism’s greatest foe. It is more edifying to allow the 


Bible to criticize us than for us to criticize the 
Bible. 


We believe that a professor in one of our 
theological seminaries could have spent his time 
more profitably in preparing a book that would 
reassure hard pressed Christians that “all Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God” and to warn 
modern Christians of the danger of accepting 
fascinating theories of the origin and composition 
of the Old Testament that are inconsistent with 
the teachings of Christ. While this book contains 
many good things, it plays into the hands of those 
who minimize the supernatural and are ever seek- 
ing to tone it down. To all who are attracted to 
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these theories of the critics, it will be wise to ask 
a question raised by a Canon Liddon—“with whom 
have we to do here, and hereafter, a fallible or 
the infallible Christ?” 


This reviewer has found it distastful to be 
forced to point out these weak spots in a book 
written by one who is a member of the same 
household of faith, and one whom he has met and 
found to be a Christian gentleman. We delight 
to encourage our fellow Presbyterian ministers 
whenever we can conscientiously do so. Here is a 
matter, however, where truth must be placed 


above taste, and we must ever remember that ° 


tampering with the Scriptures is a dangerous 
procedure that robs the Church of its witnessing 
power. —John E. Richardson. 


PAGING A SOUTHERN 
CORRESPONDENT 


“Shortly before the General Assembly, some 
southern gentleman wrote an enthusiastic letter 
reciting how the election of Dr. Coffin would ce- 
ment the union of the Churches North and South. 
Our Assembly elected Dr. Coffin, but soon found 
that our southern brethren had recommitted all 
the plans for union. Evidently our southern cor- 
respondent did not correctly gauge the pulse of 
his colleagues. Perhaps that hearty letter was only 
propaganda for Dr. Coffin’s candidacy. Certainly 
the prediction was not justified by the result. In 
no year has the cause of union had a more severe 
setback.” The Presbyterian, Philadelphia, Pa., 
June 17, 1943. 


The Liberty: Four Freedoms 
By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D.* 


Paul speaks of “the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free.” (Gal. 5:1.) This is the liberty 
of all liberties, the liberty which Paul enjoyed 
even behind prison bars and which millions of 
Christians in Nazi-enslaved lands enjoy, but of 
which millions in this “land of the free” know 
nothing. We speak of “the four freedoms’: free- 
dom of worship, freedom of speech, freedom from 
want, and freedom from fear. However, they are 
but parts of one freedom or liberty. Even so, and 
strikingly so, ‘“‘the liberty” of which Paul speaks 
also consists of four freedoms or freedom from 
four bondages which the apostle mentions in his 
writings. These four freedoms are as follows: 


1. Freedom from the bondage of sin. (John 
8:34 and Romans 6:17.) 

2. Freedom from the bondage of corruption. 
(Romans 8:21.) 

3. Freedom from the bondage of the fear of 
death. (Hebrews 2:15.) 

4. Freedom from the bondage of salvation by 
legalism. (Galatians 5:1ff.) 


It is Christ and He only who gives us “the lib- 
erty” or freedom from these bondages. (Gal. 5:1 
and John 8:36.) 


Our part is simple faith in Him, which is trust 
in Him as our Saviour and surrender to Him as 
our Lord. Surrender in order to be free? Yes, we 
have told that to the Italian people; and Christ 
says that to us! 


“Make me Thy captive, Lord, 
And I shall be free.” 


*Pastor of the Hendersonville 


Presbyterian 
Church, Hendersonville, N. C. 








Spiritual Re-armament 


By Rev. Joe. B. Overmyer, D.D.* 


Text: Phil. 6:11: “Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil.” 


Not since the days of the first World war have 
the American people been called upon to face 
such a crisis as they face today. The trend of 
world events make it imperative that the church 
of Jesus Christ gird herself to do in a spiritual 
way for America what the factories, shops and 
shipyards are doing in a material way. 

The Hawaiian incident with the slogan ‘“Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ welded the heart and hand 
of one hundred thirty million people into a unity 
of purpose that shall not be broken until this 
world under God shall have a new birth of free- 
dom of the people, by the people, and for the peo- 
ple. This is the fuel by which the fires of patriot- 
ism are made to burn so brightly today, producing 
the incentive for the giving and the spending of 
billions of dollars for national defense. 

The incident of Calvary and the words, ‘“Re- 
member Jesus Christ” should be sufficient to weld 
the heart and hand of the people of God in a 
unity of purpose that under God shall not be 


broken until all men shall know the freedom of 
the New Birth and the Kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 
Christ. This hope should kindle the fires of Chris- 
tian patriotism within our souls, producing the 
incentive for an all out program of spiritual re- 
armament in our individual lives and in the 
church. ‘ 


The church of Jesus Christ must again feel the 
sacrificial heartbeat of her Lord if she is to serve 
this present generation acceptably. The tragic fires 
which are now burning and threatening to destroy 
our civilization illustrate with terrible clarity the 
great fact that any philosophy of life devoid of 
God and Immortality is doomed and leads men 
and nations down to hell. Any philosophy of life 
that teaches that man is the master of his own 
fate stands in an empty universe, without hope 
and without God. 

Robert Browning may sing, “God’s in His 
heaven—all’s right with the world,” but it doesn’t 
make sense these days. Yes, God is in his heaven, 
but all is not right with the world, nor will it be 
until all men are right with God. 
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I know of no better way for the Church of Jesus 
Christ to serve God and the nation in these chaotic 
days, than to arouse her people from their spiritual 
lethargy and smug complacency, calling them back 
from their worldliness to a sane spiritual faith 
and trust in a living God. 


The days ahead will ask much of the national 
strength and unmeasured resources of our peo- 
ple, but ultimate victory in this holocaust will de- 
pend more upon the moral and spiritual stamina 
of our people than anything else. It will ask that 
we bring ourselves in humility of spirit into a 
unity with the will and purpose of God and be 
willing to make of ourselves a living sacrifice upon 
the altars of truth and freedom and righteous- 
ness. 

Like the great wall of China which was built 
as a bulwark against the workers of evil from 
without and conserve the integrity within, so we 
are called upon in these days to build a spiritual 
wall of defense to garrison our souls against the 
forces of evil for, ‘We wrestle not against flesh 
and blood but against principalities and powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

We have been attacked by a ruthless and bar- 
baric aggressor and by forces which seek to 
destroy our homes, our churches, our freedom and 
democracy. This crisis demands of us that we do 
more than buy bonds as necessary as that may be. 
Money and materials will not win this war. Ma- 
terial might alone will not save us. We will lose 
unless America’s inner defense line is kept intact 
and these inner defenses can only be made im- 
pregnable through spiritual re-armament. In turbu- 
lent times when tyrannical and dictatorial govern- 
ments rob their citizens of long accustomed rights, 
christianity and the church remain as the last 
refuge of man’s liberty. 


The state may take away our money, our 
privacy, our bread and butter, our inalienable 
rights, but only when it has robbed us of all else, 
does it forbid us to worship God as we please. 

When the Nazi regime came to power in Ger- 
many it was not the great newspapers, or the 
great universities, or the great service clubs that 
stood in the path of Hitler and his emasculators 
of spiritual ideals and moral decency. No, it was 
the church and the church alone, which had the 
moral and spiritual stamina to oppose Hitler and 
his Nordic hordes. Niemoeller may die in a concen- 
tration camp, but the spirit of Pastor Niemoeller 
will live on long after the Nazis have killed his 
body, and like the spirit of the Martyrs, will 
rise from the ashes of a revived faith to destroy 
Hitler and his Godless philosophy of the super- 
man. 

In these days the churches in America must be- 
come steeples of strength and turrets of safety. 
They must become reservoirs, yea, living fountains 
of spiritual power where those who go to pray 
and worship God will feel that they are “treading 
on Holy Ground” and there from invisible sources 
and inaudible voices and intangible hands gather 
strength and comfort and courage for their be- 
leaguered souls. 

All about us the destructive forces of evil are 
busy tearing down society and the institutions 
and spiritual] structures which a loving and sacrific- 
ing God has inspired men to erect through the 
centuries. 

The time has come for America to pause and 
reflect. Spiritual armament alene offers security 
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in our day. The security of the state depends 
upon the character of its people. The security of 
the home depends upon the character of the 
family. The security of a physical structure de. 
pends upon the character of the material used. 
Therefore as a church and as a people, we need, 
yea, we must put on the whole armor of God, 
if we are going to stand up against the forces of 
evil in our day. Paul in the Ephesian letter 
writes: “Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand, 
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about 
with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; and your feet shod with the prepara- 
tion of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
spirit, which is the word of God, praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints.” 

Bishop Galloway said, ““The deepest and mighti- 
est thing in any nation’s heart is its religion, 
Therefore as is the religion, so is the nation.” 
Christian teachings were the seed thoughts of our 
political constitution and if we eliminate from 
our national life the influence of Christ and 
Christianity, or allow them to be supplanted or 
superceded by other principles, we have nothing 
left but a set of disjointed facts without moral or 
spiritual significance. When Columbus discovered 
the New World he lost no time in claiming it for 
Jesus Christ. Erecting a cross on landing he 
christened the New World “San Salvador” (St. 
Saviour) and then asked his companions to join 
him in singing “Glory in Excelsis.”’ 

Woodrow Wilson, on one occasion said, “Civili- 
zation cannot survive materially unless it is re- 
deemed spiritually. It can be saved only by be- 
coming permeated with the spirit of Jesus Christ 
and being made free and happy by the practices 
which spring out of that spirit.” : 

The only sure cure for the ills of man and our 
modern world, which men are vainly trying to re- 
move by means of social and economic anti- 
dotes, is to be found in faith in God and loyalty 
to the eternal verities of the Christian religion. 
Ours is a great and influential nation in the world 
economy and it is so only because of the high ideals 
which our founding fathers set for us, and if we 
are to maintain our position of leadership in the 
sun, we can do so only by maintaining those 
spiritual ideals which have made us great. 

Seventy-five years ago, a great French states- 
man by the name of Alexis De Tocqueville visited 
America. He was amazed at the magnitude of our 
country and greatness of her institutions, and he 
wrote, “I sought for the greatness and the genius 
of America in her commodious harbors and her 
ample rivers, in her fertile fields and soundless 
forests, in her rich mines and her vast world com- 
merce, in her public school system and her insti- 
tutions of higher learning, in her democracy and 
her matchless constitution, but it was not there. 
Not until I visited the churches of America and 
heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness did 
understand the secret of her genius and power. 
America is great because America is good and if 
America ever ceases to be good, America will cease 
to be great.” 

To date the church has not taken full cognizance 
of her spiritual condition, but events of the past 
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vear have tended to awaken her from her veace- 
ful slumbers. She is now being aroused from her 
smug complacency and lethargy and it is to be 
hoped that the smouldering embers of her flagging 
religious zeal may yet be fanned into a living 
flame of burning enthusiasm that will send her 
to her knees in repentance and forth as a dynamic 
crusader for Christ. The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth and if we turn to him we will find him 
to be fighting on the side of truth and liberty. 


Careless seems the great avenger 
History’s pages but record 
One death grapple in the darkness 
Twixt old systems and the word 
Truth forever on the scaffold 
Wrong forever on the throne 
But the scaffold sways the future 
And behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadows 
Keeping watch above His own. 


It would be surprising in these uncertain and 
chaotic days laden with grief and danger, if men 
did not return to the source of life and light. It 
would be strange if men did not pray more now 
than in former days. It would be strange if in 
many homes where a son is now in uniform if 
there was not a family altar erected, where moth- 
er and father and children gather to speak to 
God each day from their knees. It would be 
strange if men today were not saying as Abraham 
Lincoln once said under similar circumstances, 
“Without God’s assistance we cannot succeed, but 
with God’s assistance we cannot fail.” 


The whole world situation seems to be getting 
out of the hands of men and our only hope is 
to fall back on God, the only impregnable wall 


of defense against which the gates of hell cannot 
prevail. If this present spiritual crisis is to be met 
and dealt with successfully we must meet it 
fully equipped in the power of his might, and then 
we must advance against the enemy on our knees. 

The empty profession on the part of many ‘in 
the church today constitutes the menancing clouds 
on the spiritual horizon. And if the church is to 
contribute the moral and spiritual stamina neces- 
sary to win this war and a just and righteous 
peace, our battle cry must be “Back to God.” Back 
to his word, back to his house, back to the altars 
of prayer, back to a living faith in the cross of 
Jesus Christ. While we talk much about giving 
our blood to the Red Cross, as a church we should 
be preaching the blood of the “Old Rugged Cross.” 

We need more of the mind of Christ, more of 
the spirit of the man of Galilee. The world is look- 
ing to the church in this hour of crisis. If the 
church fails we are lost. 


“There is a tide in the affairs of men 

Which taken at the flood, lead on to fortune. 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 

Is bound in shallows and in misery. 

On such a full sea are we now afloat 

And we must take the current when it serves 
Or lose our venture.” 


The price for victory will call for repentance, 
humility, consecration and prayer. But God is 
faithful who has promised, “If my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 


*Pastor of the Bream Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Charleston, W. Va. 





The World’s Largest Jewelry Store 


Or Rambling In Ephesians 
By Rev. J. Kenton Parker“ 


I want you to take a walk with me through the 
world’s largest jewelry store. Over the door of this 
store are the words of our text: “The unsearch- 
able riches of Christ.” 


The translators have quite a time of it with 
that word “unsearchable.” One translates it ‘“‘in- 
exhaustible,” another, “unfathomable,” another, 
“untraceable,” still another, “unexplorable.” All 
this goes to show the amazing character of this 
treasure-house—our text. 


It is a bewildering experience to go through a 
large jewelry store—case after case of golden and 
silver vessels, watches, rings, diamonds, strings of 
pearls, all beautifully arranged so as to take your 
eye and create in your heart a longing for some 
of them. You feel overwhelmed and wonder how 


so much wealth and beauty could be gathered into 
one place. 


I am sure we feel the same way whenever we 
read Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. Every word is 
a flashing diamond or pearl or other precious 
stone, every sentence is a collection of rarest 
gems, every paragraph like a glowing show-case, 


and we wonder how so much beauty and wealth 
could be gathered into one book. We are at a loss 
as to where to begin and where to end. The mere 
reading leaves us overcome, stunned and dazed, 
and we despair of ever understanding it. 


But this does not, or should not, prevent us 
from feasting our eyes on its beauty and revelling 
in its unsearcheable riches. So today let us ramble 
from room to room in this wonderful storehouse 
of God’s treasures. For convenience we are going 
to divide it into different compartments, remem- 
bering that over the door are written “The un- 
searchable riches of Christ.” 


I. The first room to the right we will call “Sal- 
vation” or “Redemption”, and gathered here we 
find those jewels that a sinners eyes love to gaze 
upon; the precious blood of Christ shed by Him 
for us all, the Cross, lifted high upon which He_ 
hung, a sacrifice for sin, and the riches of God’s 
grace and over this collection we could linger for 
hours. There is God’s love which began it all, 
for salvation starts with that, and the riches of 
his mercy showered upon us when we were dead 
in sins. Behind that is his eternal purpose to do 





Page 10 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


July 194) 





this very thing, and the plan he made of restoring 
the whole creation in one head, even Christ. The 
beautiful seal of the Holy Spirit, which is a 
guarantee of our heavenly inheritance is found 
here and all those personal jewels which belong 
to each saved sinner—forgiveness of our sin, adop- 
tion into his family as a son of God, and the peace 
which floods our souls. 


In order that we may never, never forget, there 
hangs in this room a picture of us before we were 
saved—a picture of us in our sins—alienated from 
God, dead, without hope, without God, without 
Christ. 


A saved sinner would like to stay here all day 
in this room where the great facts of his salvation 
are so clearly seen and the richness and glory and 
certainty of his redemption so beautifully por- 
trayed, but we must pass on to 


II. The second room which we will call “The 
Prayer Chamber,” for what is more natural than 
for a saved sinner to pray? 


But all saved sinners do not pray like the saved 
sinner who wrote this book, and we want to glance 
at Paul’s prayers—-what gems they are. There are 
two in this book—two of the biggest and richest 
— prayers in the whole Bible. Let us look at 
them. 


First there is an outburst of Thanksgiving for 
their faith and love, for these have made salvation 
ours. Then come some petitions—and what great 
things Paul prays for: for wisdom and knowledge 
in the revelation of Him, our God, of the wealth 
of his glory, the hope of his calling, and the great- 
ness of his power—just suppose we could get such 
wisdom and knowledge! He prays that the eyes of 
their heart may be opened so that they can see 
what others cannot see—the riches of the glory of 
our inheritance. He prays for strength. He prays 
that Christ may dwell in their hearts, that being 
rooted and grounded in love, they may grasp the 
idea of the breadth and length and depth and 
height of the surpassing love of Christ. He asks 
that we may be filled with all the fullness of God. 


Following these petitions is the assurance that 
God is able to do infinitely beyond anything we 
can ask or think. When I read such prayers I am 
ashamed of the imitation glass beads I have gotten 
at the five and ten cent store. 


Leaving this prayer closet let us go on to 


III. The room I want to call The Church, for 


saved sinners like the fellowship of other saved 
sinners. 


This compartment has been newly opened, for 
a heavenly mystery is here, which people could 
not fully understand until Christ came, but since 
he came we can more clearly see the transcendent 
beauty of God’s plan for his people—a people for 
his own possession. 


In this room is a great building—a temple in 
process of construction, Christ being the chief 
corner-stone, and built into it are living stones, 
prophets, apostles, saints of all ages. It is a grow- 


ing temple becoming larger and more beautiful all 
the time. 


In this room is a marvelous bride without spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, preparing herself 


— 


for her husband, who loves her and ‘gave himself 
for her. 


In this room Jews and Gentiles are gathered, 
the wall of partition being broken down, and al] 
brought near each other by the blood of their com. 
mon Redeemer. They form one body of people, 
citizens of one country, united by one Spirit. 


I wish all the people in the whole world who 
belittle the church and criticize the church and 
make fun of the church and refuse to have any. 
thing to do with the church, might look into this 
room and see what God thinks of the church— 
the church which Christ loved and gave himself 
for, and will sanctify and present before His 
Father to the praise of his glory. 


But we must hasten on to 


IV. The Throne Room where the Royal jewels, 
the Crown Jewels, are kept. This is the Holy of 
Holies. Very few people have had the privilege of 
gazing on this room—Moses looked in for forty 
days and when he came down his face was shining 
with a Heavenly glory, Isaiah saw it when he went 
up to the Temple and cried, ‘‘Woe is me,” Daniel 
had the vision and was sick certain days, Paul was 
caught up there and could not describe what he 
saw, John looked and fell down as one dead. 


So we can only stand at the door and get a 
glimpse. Some day we shall look face to face and 
tell the story, saved by grace. These are the 
Heavenly jewels, kept for eternity. Heavenly 
Beings are here; the Father in all his love and 
glory, the Son exalted above all principalities and 
powers, the Holy Spirit who seals us unto the day 
of redemption. Heavenly Places are here, heavenly 
places in Christ. Our Heavenly Inheritance is here, 
Heavenly Riches—the transcendent riches of His 
grace, Heavenly Wisdom, in all its innumerable 
aspects, a Heavenly Temple, Heavenly principal- 
ities and powers. 


These things are too glorious for mortal eyes 
to stand, or a finite mind to comprehend, or an 
earthly being to enter into. These are kept for a 
future day, and in the ages to come we will revel 
in their beauties. 


Let us now start back towards the door, with 
our eyes still burning from our heavenly experi- 
ence and we come to 


V. The Traveller’s Room where the Christian is 
made ready to walk the way of life, to walk 
worthy of his great and heavenly calling. These 
are everyday jewels, to be worn as we walk. 


First we come to a beautiful collection of price- 
less graces—lowliness of mind, unselfishness and 
patience, bearing with one another, unity of the 
Spirit. Then come those wonderful gifts to fully 
equip us for serving. Next our Model, the measure 
of the statue of the fullness of Christ. 


And here we come to a very surprising sight—a 
big pile of old filthy rags, falsehood, anger, 
malice, ill-will, and all the old clothes we used to 
wear before we started on the Christian pil- 
grimage. We are to lay aside all these and in 
their place we have another outfit of costly gar- 
ments—kindness, tender-heartedness, forgiving 
each other even as Christ has forgiven us. We are 
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to imitate God, to walk in love, walk in light, 
walk in wisdom, buying up our opportunities as we 
travel. 


These traveller’s jewels, worn on the road, 
worn where all can see them, these make the 
Christian the most attractively dressed traveller 
in the world. 


But the pilgrim has a temporary home in this 
world and so we now come to 


VI. The Home Collection. These are all tied 
up in packages and labelled so there can be no 
mistake as to whom they belong: There is the 
package for the wife which she can unwrap and 
examine at her leisure, another for the husband, 
a larger one for the children, a special one for 
all fathers. The servants are not forgotten, and 
the masters have one for them. 


What a glorious place home would be if all of 
us would wear our jewelry every day in our 
homes! 


But, alas, we cannot stay in our homes—we 
must fight the good fight and now we come to 
our last room, 


VII. The Soldier’s Barracks. In this room is a 
fearful picture, hanging where all can see it— 
for God is wiser than men and He never under- 
estimates the enemy. It is a true portrait of our 
foe in all his power. 


But we have also the God-given equipment for 
the Christian warrior so that he can gain the vic- 
tory. In olden times many of the weapons were 
adorned with precious stones—here each one is 
a perfect gem in itself, the priceless girdle of 
truth, the breastplate of golden righteousness, re- 
minding us of the ephod of the Old Testament 
priest, the shoes which shine with the Gospel of 
peace, the shield which can turn any fiery dart, 
the helmet covering the head, the sword of the 
Spirit for the hand, prayer, unceasing for the 
heart, and alertness for the eyes. With such an 
armor we are ready for the enemy. 


We come out on the street, dazed and amazed. 
Two thoughts race through our brains and hearts. 


The first one is; how rich we are, for all this is 
ours, these unsearchable, inexhaustible, un- 
fathomable, unexplorable riches, all are ours. We 
are partners in the world’s largest jewelry store. 
We can laugh at the man of the world with his 
flashing diamonds, and the woman of the world 
with her strings of pearls, for we have the genuine 
articles, all the riches of Salvation, from the Cross 
to the crown, all the wealth of real Prayer, all the 
beauty and glory of the Church, all the Heavenly 
Jewels, so safely kept above, all the traveller needs 
as he walks the Christian way, all he needs while 
tarrying in his home, all the soldier must have as 
e faces the enemy of his soul. 


The second thought is this—a thought for our 
unsaved friends—and we feel like crying out to 
them, “Dear unsaved men and women, do you 
know how poor you are? Won’t you come and 
see and share all this with us? The unsearcheable 


riches of Christ are yours, too, if you will just 
come.”’ j 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 


The Home Mission 
Emergency Fund 
By Rev. Claude H. Pritchard, D.D. 
Council Secretary 


The Assembly’s Home Mission Council met in 
special session in Atlanta, Ga., June 15-16, 1943, 
to hear final reports on the progress and achieve- 
ments of the 1942 Emergency Fund Campaign and 
to make plans for the 1943 Campaign. 


The results of the first year’s Emergency Fund 
Campaign were gratifying both in the amount con- 
tributed and in the things accomplished. The 
Emergency Fund contributions sent to the Council 
Treasurer totaled $239,049.50. Additional amounts 
raised by Presbyteries above their quotas for spe- 
cial projects within their bounds totaled $55,- 
947.65. Amounts raised for mission church debt 
payments totaled $45,250.00. The total amount 
raised as a result of this Emergency Fund Cam- 
paign exceeded by $20,000.00 the goal of $320,- 
000.00 fixed by the General Assembly. 


After caring for the expense of the Campaign 
and providing for the Assembly’s Home Mission 
Week offering as agreed the remainder was appro- 
priated to the several Synods, in proportion to 
their respective contributions to the Emergency 
Fund, for meeting specific emergency needs within 
their bounds for which application had been made 
to the Council; and for twenty inviting extension 
opportunities without regard to Synodical boun- 
daries, which had an Assembly-wide appeal. 


Most of the money contributed to the 1942 
Emergency Fund Campaign is already at work. 
Thirty-five workers are already on the field or 
have been provided for. Eleven building lots have 
been purchased in strategic centers. Where the 
situation is urgent and priority conditions permit, 
temporary buildings are being erected, remodel- 
ling is being done and additional rooms are being 
added. Twenty-three such projects are already 
under way. 


In planning for the second year of the five-year 
program the Assembly’s Home Mission Council 
called the Rev. S. B. Lapsley, Executive Secretary 
of Abingdon Presbytery and former Council mem- 
ber from West Virginia, to be the Director of the 
1943 Emergency Fund Campaign. Dr. Lapsley has 
accepted this call and will begin his work July 1. 


The goal for the 1943 Campaign, as approved 
by the 1943 General Assembly, was fixed at $335,- 
000.00 — $250,000.00 for the Emergency Fund 
proper and $85,000.00 for the special offering for 
Assembly’s Home Missions. Quotas for each Synod 
were adopted and plans for the Campaign organ- 
ization within each Synod and Presbytery were 
perfected. A centrally located Campaign Commit- 
tee was appointed to aid Dr. Lapsley in the prose- 
cution of this tremendously important task. 


The Council rejoices in God’s evident blessing 
upon last year’s effort and calls upon the entire 
Church to make the 1943 Emergency Fund Cam- 
paign an even greater success. ‘ 
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Let God Be God 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 
(Exodus 3:14) 


“And God said unto Moses, I am that I am.” 
(A. V.) 

“God said to Moses, I will be what I will be.” 
(Moffat). 

“IT am who I am,” 
(Smith). 


INTRODUCTION 


All that we actually know about God is what 
He has seen fit to reveal to us. No man has ever 
discovered God. Aristotle was the smartest of the 
Greeks when Greece was at her best intellectually. 
He was called “Nature’s private secretary” be- 
cause of his extensive knowledge as scientist and 
philosopher, yet he did not know God. God has 
chosen to hide Himself from the wise and prudent. 
The most learned of the Hebrews knew this and 
wrote, “For after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God.” Experience has 
demonstrated the insufficiency of man’s wisdom to 
find out God. The wisdom of the world on this 
point has been tested for thousands of years and 
found wanting. 


This thought does not contradict St. Paul’s state- 
ment that God’s eternal power and God-head are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made. What we mean by saying that man by 
wisdom knew not God is that he does not arrive at 
a saving knowledge of God, or know God’s essence 
by rational processes unaided by revelation. Hu- 
man reason is adequate to form some speculations 
about God based upon God’s works, but this spec- 
ulative knowledge is both incomplete in extent and 
inadequate in its power to save. A knowledge of 
God, including His inner nature and His purpose, 
man has failed to gain from his reasoning. 


Theology is the doctrine of God. All of our 
Christian thinking depends upon this doctrine. Our 
concept of God determines our life and world 
view. It is our duty to know God if we expect to 
have a proper perspective of life and a correct 
view of the world. If we begin right at this point 
we are not apt to have much trouble in our Chris- 
tian thinking on other subjects, but if we fail to 
start right at this point we drift farther and far- 
ther from the truth and end in hopeless confusion. 

God alone is competent to speak about His na- 
ture, His purposes, and His plans. It is wise to let 
God speak for Himself. For this reason the most 
rational procedure we can follow in learning about 
God is to just listen to Him speak in the Scrip- 
tures—in other words, let God be God. The task 
of theology, the task of the Church, the task of 
the preacher, consists in persuading people that 
God should be heard—let God be God. 

The real question today is not as to the fact or 
reality of God, but, what is His nature and char- 
acter? The agnostic tells us that we cannot answer 
this question. There are many who bow at the 
altar to “the Unknown God.” But man need not 
worship at this altar. He has a revelation that im- 
parts to us all we need to know about God. Let 
us turn to this revelation without prejudices, re- 
alizing the futility of telling God what He should 
be like. Rather with humility and open minds listen 
to Him as He says, “I will be what I will be,” for 
He has revealed Himself in the lives of men and 


God said to Moses.” 


women over several thousands of years. The Bible 
tells us things about God that we cannot learn 
from either nature or conscience. It is this unique 
information that we should focus our attention 
on. The Bible removes the veil from our eyes, and 
exclaims, “Behold your God!’ The problem, | 
state again, is not, that God is, but what God is, 

I, First, let God be God in determining the Na- 
ture of His Being. 

God is personal according to this unique infor. 
mation we have in this revelation. When Professor 
Albert Einstein advised religious teachers to give 
up the doctrine of a personal God because it was 
a source of fear, he should have been told, let God 
be God! In saying this Einstein set himself against 
God; against Abraham who believed in a personal 
God who blesses, makes promises and _ guides; 
against Moses who had dealings with a personal 
God; against Jesus who called God “Father.” Let 
poor Einstein, intoxicated with relativity, step 
aside and, let God be God. A god that is not per- 
sonal doesn’t exist. 

All fellowship with God is predicated upon a 
personal God. Man was created for fellowship 
with God but, how can he enter into fellowship 
unless God be a_ personal Father or personal 
Friend or personal Companion? Enoch knew from 
experience that God is Personal, and all who have 
had this experience of fellowship will never doubt 
His Personality. 

Destroy the personality of God and He is no 
longer worthy of our love, confidence, worship, 
service, and obedience. Any god that comes short 
of being personal will not be acceptable. It has 
been said, “God is the totality of human ideals.” 
This will not do. An ideal may not be true, and 
furthermore an ideal is not what is, but only what 
ought to be. But most of all, who can worship a 
human ideal? And who would? 

Because God is a Spirit we sometimes forget 
that He is a personal Spirit, the most real Being 
in the universe. God is more real than a physical 
object. He is more real than the chair in our room. 
He is more real than any human person. Further- 
more God has some form. We may not be able to 
describe this form, but God has it and we should 
remember this especially when we pray. Only as 
we remember this can we have a definite concept 
of God—otherwise, He becomes just a blurred 
interrogation point. The Incarnation of Christ 
made God definite, and we must keep Him definite. 
It would be degrading to God to think of Him in 
sub-personal terms. To put God in a lower cate- 
gory than ourselves is the height of Satanic pride. 
This is what men do when they deny that God is 
personal, for personality is the highest category 
that we know. Surely God is not less than the best 
He has made. 

Furthermore God is an Infinite Spirit according 
to this same unique information He has given to 
us. This is implied clearly in the text, “I will be 
what I will be.”” H. G. Wells and others write of a 
limited god, which is nothing but a mythological 
god. Such a god is not the God, but a god. Let 
such writers also step aside and, let God be God. 

God tells us that He is Infinite. Of course, we 
cannot fully grasp the infinite. This means that 
He is without bounds. There is no limit to God— 
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to His power, His knowledge, His presence, or His 
existence. It is these things raised to the highest. 
This idea of an infinite God is drawn from the 
Bible and nowhere else. The story is that when 
Gillespie was called upon in the Westminster As- 
sembly to pray as the Assembly was seeking for 
some worthy definition of God, he began: “O God, 
Thou art a Spirit, infinite ...”’ Where did Gil- 
lespie get this idea of Infinite from? Not from 
the pagan writings of the past or the human 
writings of the present, but from his long, re- 
yerent and prayerful study of the Bible. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes once said that there are 
some ideas that are so great that when they once 
fnd entrance into the human mind, they perma- 
nently stretch it and leave it forever afterwards 
bigger. The idea of an infinite God is one of these 
mind-expanding ideas. Nothing less than a cosmic 
God, infinite in His dimensions, can satisfy our 
minds. 

Again, the One God exists in three persons ac- 
cording to this unique information. The Bible 
teaches that God is One. It also teaches that Jesus 
Christ is truly God, and yet a distinct person from 
the Father. It further declares that the Holy Spirit 
is truly God and yet a distinct person from both 
the Father and Son. This belief is not man-made 
but God-revealed. As one writer puts it: ‘““‘The very 
peculiarity of this doctrine is strong evidence of 
its being no human invention, but a_ revelation 
from God to the patriarchs, and thence to their 
posterity.” 

We do not pretend to assume that our finite 
minds can comprehend fully the doctrine of the 
Trinity. A Christian theologian has said: “Our nar- 
row thoughts can no more comprehend it than a 
nutshell can hold all the water of the sea.” We 
can believe, however, that there is a threefold dis- 
tinction in God, if He tells us that such distinction 
exists. This is not a speculative doctrine. It is 
strictly a doctrine based on the clear teachings of 
Scripture. The rejection of it would destroy the 
entire foundation and framework of Christianity. 

There is a radical difference here between the 
teaching of the Unitarians and the teachings of 
the Trinitarians. The Unitarians claim that God is 
One in essence and one in person. The Trinitarian 
says that although God is one in essence, yet in 
persons there are three. Both of these views can- 
not possibly be true. One must be the product of 
the imagination. Which is it? Let the Bible decide, 
and, let God be God. God alone can settle this 
question. 

Here is a great truth upon which the Christian 
Church of the past has agreed—both Protestant 
and Roman Catholic. But in recent years the Mod- 
ernists within the Protestant Church have denied 
the Trinity and some have followed them in their 
poisonous teachings. For my part, I prefer to fol- 
low the teachings of the Scriptures, the grand 
affirmations of both branches of the Christian 
Church and, let God be God! 

II. In the second place, let God be God in de- 
termining what He is able to do in answer to our 
prayers. 


If God is good enough to be interested in the 
welfare of man and great enough to do what He 
Wills, then He is able to answer the petitions of 
His children. There are some who tell us we should 
not pray for material things, and others tell us we 
should not pray for physical health. They limit the 
efficacy of prayer to spiritual blessings and em- 
phasize the reflex values of prayer. Now we be- 
lieve in the reflex influence of prayer, but when 


we are told to refrain from praying for material 
and spiritual blessings, our hearts rise up in pro- 
test and exclaim, ‘“‘Let God be God!” 


If we let God be God, we find that He en- 
courages His people to pray for anything they 
need. If He can wisely grant our requests He will 
gladly do so, if He cannot wisely do so He will 
substitute another blessing that will be for the 
best interests of all. God is not helpless to meet 
} et a of His children. We must let God be 

od! 

Let us consider the matter of rain in relation 
to this principle. A few years ago certain mod- 
ernists said that it was useless to pray for rain, 
and by the same token would not permit us to 
pray for the rain to cease. God controls the 
weather—He can cause it to rain if He wills to 
do so, or cause it to cease raining if He wills, and 
those who deny this must let God be God. 

In The Chicago Tribune of May 9, 1943, there 
is a feature story in regard to Gypsy Smith, Sr., 
who was conducting a revival meeting in Chicago 
at that date. It began as follows: “Rain pounded 
on the tin roof with thunder of a thousand 
drums; the roar drowned out the voice of the man 
whose magnetism had drawn thousands to the 
sprawling, flimsy structure. Many were afraid; 
some started to leave. Gypsy Smith lifted his arms 
in prayer before a backdrop of entwined British 
and American flags. He then prayed: ‘Lord, this 
is thy meeting and not mine. The rain Thou hast 
sent makes it impossible for those in the back of 
this great building to hear. Lord, this is thy mes- 
sage, and you have got to let them hear it.’ ”’ The 
article then continued: “The rain ceased. The man 
spoke again, his voice ringing clear but with great 
humility through the silence of the tabernacle. 
He intoned, ‘I want to give glory to God.’ ” Gypsy 
Smith was wise enough to let God be God. 

In a recent article in one of our church papers 
the writer relates two examples from his own ob- 
servation of how God answered prayer regarding 
rain in the old auditorium of Montreat, N. C. He 
stated that Dr. A. B. Curry, who had been pastor 
of the Second Presbyterian Church of Memphis, 
Tenn., was preaching a Foreign Mission sermon. 
Soon after his text was announced, there came a 
downpour of rain, and nobody could hear a word 
he was saying. Dr. Thomas H. McCallie, who was 
then about 75 years of age, was sitting on the 
front seat. He stated that Dr. McCallie stood the 
noise of the rain as long as he could. Then he 
mounted the platform and began to pray. The 
writer said that it was really an argument with 
the Lord. He reminded the Lord that Dr. Curry 
had been brought all the way from Memphis to 
preach that sermon on missions, a subject that lay 
very near to the heart of Jesus. After all, missions 
was the Lord’s own work. Dr. Curry had his mes- 
sage, but it was impossible for him to deliver it if 
all the noise caused by that downpour continued. 
Jesus had stilled the tempest when He was on 
earth in the days of His flesh, and He believed 
that He could do it again. Therefore, for the sake 
of the Kingdom, he prayed that the rain might 
cease. The platform manager stated that at the 
conclusion of this prayer, the rain ceased, and Dr. 
Curry preached a great missionary sermon, prov- 
ing the wisdom of letting God be God. 

The second event that took place in the same 
auditorium occurred while Mr. S. D. Gordon was 
speaking. Soon after Mr. Gordon began to speak, 
there came a hard rain. The audience could not 
hear a word. Without changing his voice or man- 
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ner, Mr. Gordon began to talk quietly to Jesus. 
This was the prayer he prayed: “Jesus, when you 
were here on earth, you stilled the tempest on 
Galilee more than once. I believe that you can do 
it still, if it is according to your will and for the 
glory of God. I think I have a message for this 
people. You know better than I do. If you think I 
have a message, I pray that you will cause the 
storm to cease.” Then he said to the pianist, “Let 
us sing two stanzas of a hymn until the rain 
ceases.” By the time the audience had finished 
the two stanzas, the rain had ceased. Then Mr. 
Gordon, as if talking to a friend, said: “Thank 
you, Jesus. I thought that you would do it. It was 
just like you.” This is another evidence of the 
wisdom of letting God be God. 


Let us now consider the matter of health. Is 
God interested in our health? I am sure He is. He 
has a special interest in our health. Christ’s mir- 
acles and teachings show this. He would like to 
see us relieved of disease and suffering. Physicians 
and surgeons are learning the value of prayer in 
the matter of health. One of them has asked this 
question, ‘“‘Who are we to question the part play- 
ed by an Almighty God in whom we know exists 
the power to accomplish many things beyond our 
understanding?” 


The head surgeon in a leading hospital in Scan- 
dinavia gave before a learned audience of medical 
and psychiatric experts one of the most startling 
and revolutionary lectures that was ever heard. 
His theme was “Healing Through Faith and 
Prayer.”’ He began by reminding his colleagues 
of the importance of faith and confidence on the 
part of the patient. And then he reminded them 
of the interdependence of mind, body, and of 
spirit and medicine. He stated that not less than 
75 percent of his patients returned to health as a 
fruit of their faith. He stated that modern un- 
biased medicine is through with a dogmatic ma- 
terialism which believes only in chemistry, sur- 
gical instruments, and technical skill. A dogmatic 
materialism in medicine and psychology is di- 
rectly unscientific, that is, it is in hopeless col- 
lision with the fact of the healing process. 


The learned lecturer, according to Dr. Norborg, 
who reported this address, went further. He 
stated that he was formerly an atheist, an eager 
disciple of materialistic rationalism, which in the 
Nineties was preached throughout the intellectual 
Scandinavia by certain materialists. He stated that 
one day death came near to his own threshold. 
“T was laid low with a deadly disease. My assis- 
tants did their best, directed by my own best 
advice.” He had asked them to report every sec- 
ond hour and had also given them orders to let 
him partake of their findings in the medical tests 
given. “At length we saw that the case was hope- 
lessly lost. We decided that hope was gone, and I 
therefore had asked them to stop their work. Med- 
icine can help, but it has its limits.” 


“I was going to die. My time was up. I was con- 
tent. My services in the medical profession were 
ended. Then, all of a sudden I was in the presence 
of God. He told me I was going to live, to render 
a new service in His Kingdom. It came as a deep 
assurance, filled with peace and light. There was 
nothing ecstatic about it, only a profound feeling 
of absolute certainty.” 

“TI called my doctors and family and broke the 
news to them, and so strong was my new confi- 
dence that I refused any medical assistance. ‘God 
has taken me back from Hades.’ I knew He did 


— 


and I was—with my medical knowledge—willing 
to experiment on God. He did it. I stand here 
before you as a testimony of God’s miraculous 
power. Since that day I am convinced of the 
power of prayer and the healing through faith.” 


There are many humble Christians who could 
give a similar testimony regarding the efficacy of 
their prayers, but this report from a brilliant sur- 
geon to a medical audience should carry real 
weight with any mind that is looking for evidence, 
Dr. Norborg concluded this report with these 
words: “Of course, we have to admit that nothing 
can stop an unbeliever from finding a Latin name 
for this recovery. On the other hand, nothing can 
prevent a believer from believing that God raised 
this man up.” This surgeon would say to those 
who tell us not to pray for physical recovery, “Let 
God be God.” 

III. In the third place, let God be God in His 
attitude toward sin. 

Sin is that which ought not to be. It is rebellion 
against God. Every time we sin, we defy God. Sin 
is war on God. It is the repudiation of God as the 
end of existence and the substitution of self in 
the place of God. Think of sin in this light, and 
what must God’s attitude toward sin be? Is it one 
of easy-going tolerance? It is impossible for God 
to tolerate sin, because sin is the intolerance of 
God’s will over one’s life. Those who would have 
us to believe that God’s attitude toward sin is one 
of paternal indulgence should be told “Let God 
be God,” for He has informed us in the Scriptures 
what His attitude toward sin is. 

God condemns sin. “God sending His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, con- 
demned sin in the flesh.” God must condemn sin, 
and He does condemn it. Every sinner rests under 
the condemnation of a holy and just God. Read 
again the first chapter of Romans and learn afresh 
this fact. God would not be just if He refused to 
condemn sin. God’s honor is at stake. If our. con- 
sciences and ethical judgments condemn sin, im- 
perfect as we are, surely God must .condemn it. 

God punishes sin. God makes it plain, “The soul 
that sinneth, it shall surely die.” Sin involves 
guilt and guilt requires penalty. God punishes sin 
because it justly deserves to be punished and also 
to prevent the sinner from further sin. We prefer 
to think of God’s mercy and compassion, but we 
must not forget the other side of God’s nature. 
A few years ago Principal W. M. Clow preached 
a sermon that he entitled ““‘The Dark Line In God’s 
Face.” He used as his text, “That will by no means 
clear the guilty.”’ Dr. Clow pointed out that many 
are chilled by this thought and will not look 
steadily at this dark line in the face of God, but 
this dark line cannot be left out. He stated fur- 
ther that it is false to reason and to revelation, 
and it is degrading to God’s character to erase the 
line. No one can read the Bible without observing 
that justice is a part of God’s character. He must 
punish the evil as well as. reward the right. Be- 
cause He is just He must punish the guilty. Those 
who feel that God is too loving to punish the 
guilty should read the Bible again and recognize 
the fact of God’s inflexibility in His justice and 
then say, “Let God be God.” 

God quarantines sin. We find it necessary in 
life to isolate certain people. The person with 


leprosy we send to the leper colony. The person 
with smallpox we quarantine in the pest house, so 
that he will not be able to transmit the disease. 
Hell is God’s pest house where sinners are quar- 
antined in order that they may not contaminate 





oly 1948 


eee 


others. We 
the cemete 
spiritual c 
be interre¢ 
of life. Ww 
the penite 
universe. 
TY, 
mining ho 
Bosanqt 
I do to be 
Who is a 
the answ 
and try | 
later. Gor 
is but on 
faith in « 
We ar 
that ther: 
be saved. 
‘in detern 
claimed t 
“No man 
of me.” 
The 
enough 1 
can clea 
from thi 
with the 
found a 
Christ. . 
a man 
without 
to obtai 


——_—— 
— 


At 





Ob 











fuly 1943 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 15 








ee 


others. We isolate our dead in the place we call 
the cemetery. Hell is a place that may be called a 
spiritual cemetery where the spiritual dead may 
be interred. Death is a separation from the source 
of life. We isolate the criminal by placing him in 
the penitentiary. Hell is the penitentiary of the 
universe. 


IV. In the last place, let God be God in deter- 
mining how a sinner may be saved. 


Bosanquet has called the question, ‘““‘What must 
I do to be saved?” “the S.O.S. call of humanity.” 
Who is able to answer this call? God alone has 
the answer. Many, however, ignore His answer 
and try their own way only to be disillusioned 
later. God tells us over and over again that there 
is but one way to be saved and that is through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

We are urged to be broadminded and believe 
that there are many ways by which a sinner may 
be saved. Our answer to such is, Let God be God 
‘in determining how a sinner can be saved. Christ 
claimed that He is the exclusive way to the Father. 
“No man cometh unto the Father except by means 
of me.” 


The New Testament shouts the truth loud 
enough for all sinners to hear it, that Christ alone 
can cleanse from the stain of sin, and absolve 
from the guilt of sin. Personal experience agrees 
with the New Testament claim. No one has ever 
found a Saviour who can save from sin except 
Christ. A discerning theologian has said: “When 
a man has been discovered who has been able, 
without Christ, to reconcile himself to God, and 
to obtain dominion over the world and sin, then 





it is time to speak of other Saviours, then, but 
not till then.”” Man has looked in vain for another 
Saviour. 


Some years ago, at the World Conference of 
Religions held at Chicago, Dr. Joseph Cook, the 
Christian representative, used the case of Lady 
Macbeth seeking to wash away the bloodstain on 
her hand and in her soul. He challenged the rep- 
resentatives of thirty-six religions to answer this 
question: “Is there anything in your religion that 
can wash out that sin stain from the heart of the 
world?” Each representative was speechless. Cook 
then said: “By this token I proclaim the supre- 
macy of the Gospel of Christ. Christ alone can 
wash away the sin stain from the hearts of men.” 
To all who say that Christianity should be broad- 
minded enough to believe that any one apart from 
Christ can be saved, let us not hesitate to remind 
them, let God be God in determining how a sinner 
can be saved. 


Let us understand clearly that there is but one 
living and true God, and that is the God of the 
Bible. Let us not be intimidated by those who 
make a God out of their own speculations for 
their God is a false God. It is just as false as the 
god which the heathen make of stone. When men 
become so brazen as to tell God what He should 
be or tell Him what He should do or not do, then 
let us hear the words that God spoke to Moses in 
the desert from the burning bush: “I am that I 
am.” “I will be what I will be.” Let God be God! 


* Alexandria, La. 








“Wings For The Soul” 
“AT EVEN” 


At even, ere the sun was set, 
The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay; 
Oh, in what divers pains they met! 
Oh, with what joy they went away! 


Once more ’tis eventide, and we, 
Oppressed with various ills, draw near: 

What if Thy form we cannot see? 

We know and feel that Thou art here. 


O, Saviour Christ, our woes dispel; 
For some are sick and some are sad, 
And some have never loved Thee well, 
And some have lost the love they had. 


And all, O Lord, crave perfect rest, 
And to be wholly free from sin; 

And they who fain would serve Thee best 
Are conscious most of sin within. 


Thy touch has still its ancient power; 
No word from Thee can fruitless fall, 
Here in this solemn evening hour, 
Lord, in Thy mercy heal us all. 


—Henry T. Wells. 


Religious Progress Through 
Religious Revivals 


By Frank G. Beardsley 


Published By The American Tract Society, 
New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


This book contains a meaningful message for 
men today. At this hour when ministers are stress- 
ing the spiritual emphasis they can well afford to 
carefully examine this historic record which re- 
veals the importance of religious revivals. 


The author has broadened the conception of 
the revival and points out that the great revivals 
of the past century have touched various phases 
of social and political life as well as the spiritual. 


The writer reveals that the great movements 
such as missions, Sunday School, temperance re- 
form, the abolition of slavery, and other eco- 
nomical and political reforms were mightily influ- 
enced by revivals. 


“There has been no uniformity in method of the 
great revivals except one—the great revivals of 
the Church from Pentecost on were preceded by a 
protracted season of supplication and prayer for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Every great 
revival has been preceded by its Pentecost.” This 
is an invaluable book for a preacher of the Gospel 
who would have a spiritual revival within his own 
congregation, —W. E. Simpson, 
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Religious News Of The Camps 


DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell, D.D., Director. 
410 Atlantic Life Building — Richmond, Virginia. 


At General Assembly 


Chaplain Ben Lacy Rose preached the retiring 
Moderator’s sermon for his father, Hon. Chas. G. 
Rose of Fayetteville, N. C., on the subject “A 
Call to Humility.” It was a splendid sermon and 
was continuously referred to by the Commission- 
ers. Dr. Ben R. Lacy, Chairman of the Defense 
Service Council, presented the report to the As- 
sembly. All the recommendations of the Council 
were unanimously adopted. Chaplain Cecil H. Lang 
(the only full Colonel from our Church), brought 
a strong message on the work of the chaplains in 
the Army. The Director also spoke to the Assembly 
on the work being done through the Council. The 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly was in- 
structed to write our Chaplains, assuring them of 
the interest and prayers of the Church. 


Financial Campaign 


While the returns from the financial campaign 
which culminated May 9th are above the same 
period last year, yet they are far below what 
they should be. The goal of $191,600 was set be- 
cause of the many requests for assistance on the 
part of churches in camp areas. Every dollar of 
this amount is needed if the Council, in any 
measure, meets the needs presented. 


As of June 23rd, a total of $63,351.10 has been 
received. Of this amount North Carolina gave 
$11,383.45, and Kentucky $3,497.13. These two 
Synods assign 10 per cent to the Assembly’s 


Council and the rest is used for work within their 
own bounds. 


The Assembly’s Council and the Synods of 
North Carolina and Kentucky spent last year 
$100,486.28 in carrying on the work. If the pres- 
ent appropriations are to be continued, not to 
speak of meeting other requests, the Church will 
have to make a more generous response. The goal 
of our Church is low in comparison to other 
major denominations. The Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. raised $1,000,000, and the Lutheran Church 
$600,000 for their work last year. 

All the churches which have not done so are 
urged to take an offering for this work. Church 
Treasurers are requested to forward promptly all 
funds to this office. In making remittances Treas- 
urers will aid us by giving the name of the Pres- 
bytery as well as the local church. 


Communion Sets 


The Council has bought a limited number of 
communion sets for our Chaplains, but will need 
to purchase at least 100 additional sets if our 
Chaplains are provided with sets for their work. 
Chaplain W. Ted Fix writes, “The communion set 
which you ordered sent to me has arrived and I 
wish to express my deep appreciation for the 
prompt way in which this need was met. It is an 
excellent set and I am confident that the com- 
munion service can be made much more effective 
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“In a re 
suddenly, ‘ 
of liquor 8! 
been two | 
plied, ‘Wel 
in here wit 
and I like 
“Among 
by the use of it. I am happy to announce that the Bthrough 0 
Lord is continuing to bless the ministry here. Last §there have 
Sunday evening we had well over 200 men attend. Bunder the 
ing the service and there were 7 who made pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ and two of these | ——— 
now wish to have the ordinance of baptism ad- 
ministered. Please continue to pray for us as we 
minister in this field, ““White unto the Harvest.” 
Call For Assistance 
Rev. Paul Edris, of Daytona Beach, Fla., is 
appealing to the Council for assistance in min- 
istering to the 18,000 or more WAACS stationed 
there. Here is a need that must be met because 
some of our own young women are in this group. 
A full-time worker is needed by Dr. Edris. An 
appeal has come from the Chaplain at the post 
requesting that a woman worker be sent, with the 
assurance that the full cooperation of his office Where 
will be given. This is a new call, but what can the Wh 
Council do unless the Church supplies the funds? Above 
We 
A Unique Service In ha 
The Church of the Covenant, Wilmington, N. C., oon 
provides cots in the basement of the educational We 
building for Service men. During the period De- 
cember 12, 1942 - May 22, 1943, sleeping accom- The | 
modations were furnished 1,053 men in all Sti 
branches of service, representing 45 states and Yet | 
the District of Columbia. The register shows that Th 
privates and officers slept there. The men of the 
church served as hosts. This is the type of service | How O 
many churches in congested camp aréas can render 
to the soldiers and sailors. “Yes, 
certain] 
Work At Gulfport —_— 
The First Presbyterian Church of Gulfport, § subject. 
Mississippi maintains an “Open House” in the § differen 
Church Annex. Mrs. Smiley Williams, a worker ting ac 
supported by the Defense Service Council, in her § Qurs i: 
May report gives the following facts: think 
1709 guests at the Church House. oe * 
1352 were at the Guest House for a meal or re- a joy i 
freshments of some kind. 4, hes 
27 came in for hot baths or shaves. two 
- ro se ye 
82 were assisted in finding living quarters. mer te 
48 used the kitchen for individual dinner parties, oie 
meals, etc. What 
26 came in to use the telephone. “M 
31 came in for sewing to be done— insignia, right 
stripes, altering— ing in 
41 used the iron for pressing, etc. work 
11 were met at train or bus. cussed 
14 were assisted in finding jobs. know 
11 visits were made in homes of Service men’s great 
families. and n 
363 came in to write letters. neede 
87 personal conferences were held. terrib 
295 pieces of mail were sent out, welcome to you |} 
guests, letters to mothers of boys and never 





letters to boys who have been shipped out. 
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“In a recent conference with a soldier, he said 
suddenly, ‘Do you know, I haven’t touched a drop 
of liquor since I began coming here—and that has 
been two months ago’. When asked why, he re- 
plied, ‘Well, it just wouldn’t seem right to come 
in here with even the odor of beer on your breath, 
and I like to come here, so there you are’. 


“Among the 5,000 and more who have come 
2Bthrough our doors since the first of January, 
+ Bthere have been only five or six instances of any 

under the influence of intoxicants, and even with 


] —— 
, 


them there has been no unpleasantness of any 
kind in connection with the work. The young peo- 
ples meetings on Sunday afternoons, from 6:30 to 
7:45, continue with an average attendance of 
about 40. A number of Service men—especially 
the younger ones, attend regularly and take part 
in these Vesper meetings. As one chap was leaving 
for ‘parts unknown’ he made a round of the 
Church House for the last time, straightened a 
shade of a lamp he had bought, saying, ‘Gee, | 
hate to leave this place—it’s been just like home 
and heaven all wrapped in one’.” 








’ 
Woman’s Page 
Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
August — Christian Social Service 
By Ann McCallie 


Miss McCallie is the daughter of Dr. J. P. McCallie, of Chattanooga, Tenn., and 
is one of the volunteer teachers of Bible for the public playgrounds of Chattanooga. 


Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
Where sound the cries of race and clan, 
Above the noise of selfish strife 
We hear Thy voice, O Son of Man! 


In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
On shadowed thresholds dark with fears, 
From paths where hide the lures of greed 
We catch the vision of Thy tears. 


The cup of water given for Thee 
Still holds the freshness of Thy grace, 
Yet long these multitudes to see 
The sweet compassion of Thy face. 
* * 


How One Group Links Christian Social Service 
With A City’s Social Service 

“Yes, Marie,” agreed her friend Susan, “there 
certainly is a difference between Social Service 
and Christian Social Service.” 

Marie listened attentively as Susan pursued the 
subject. ‘““And because I believe there is a vital 
difference I have come to enlist your help in put- 
ting across an interesting and important program. 
Ours is no worse than other towns. In fact we 
think it a bit better because of the wonderful 
Bible teaching in the public schools.” 

“You are right, Susan. My Sonny has been such 
a joy in the home and in the Sunday School since 
he has had Mrs. Brown as a Bible teacher these 
two years. I wish there were some way this sum- 
mer for the Bible stories to be kept fresh in his 
mind. Sunday School is for such a short time. 
What program were you talking of?” 

“My dear,” smiled Susan, “you have played 
right into my hand! I have just come from a meet- 
ing in which this problem of continuing the good 
work already started in winter school was dis- 
cussed and I thought of you immediately. You 
know the Bible in the schools has really had a 
great influence on the lives of those participating 
and never have fine Christian principles been more 
needed than right now. Juvenile delinquency is a 
terrible problem throughout the country; not that 
you have any fear about your Sonny but you can 
hever tell what goes on in a youngster’s head. To 
me Social Service doesn’t seem enough to meet 





the present emergency. We have thirty-one play- 
grounds and community centers here, both white 
and colored. They occupy mostly school grounds 
and are adequately equipped with slides and 
swings, merry-go-rounds, horseshoe rings, bad- 
minton and tennis courts, hard and soft baseball 
diamonds—everything to keep children out in the 
fresh air and sunshine and develop their bodies. 
There are quieter games and supervised art work, 
too. We have thirty-four paid white and twenty- 
two colored supervisors and the grounds are open 
from 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. generally, six days 
a week. A definite program is followed, with the 
salute to the flag, games and a story period. All 
this is Social Service but I believe we have found 
the way to add the Christian touch to it. We need 
volunteers to go to these playgrounds and tell the 
well-loved Bible stories. It might be the first time 
some have heard. We are praying for a harvest of 
young souls. Who can say? We also plan to teach 
popular Christian choruses, use the feltograph to 
illustrate Bible Stories when possible and 
secure memory work and engage in Bible games. 
Our Commissioner of Parks and Grounds has en- 
thusiastically endorsed the Bible Story hour at 
each one of these centers. Sufficient funds for 
transportation and materials have already been 
given, so you have nothing to worry about there. 
There are well-chosen and recommended volun- 
teers from almost every denomination and the 
teaching will of course be non-sectarian. There is 
such a need for work of this kind. One of the 
supervisors told us that just last week she had 
had to put a little girl off the grounds for using 
bad language. As she left she turned and said, 
‘Mrs. S., are you a Christian?’ ‘Yes,’ said Mrs. S. 
‘Then pray for me. I do want to be one, too.’ 
What real guidance that child needs! Forgive me 
for being so long but will you come help?” 





One of the city’s superintendents of schools 
said: “This (the Bible Story hour) will cut in 
half the difficulty of discipline, just as it has in 
the schools.” I can’t say too heartily that I ap- 
prove. —L.S.F. 


“We 
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The Plan of Salvation as taught in Scripture is 
not only interesting but important. The various 
steps in the plan are known as the “ordo salutis.” 
Calvin’s ‘‘ordo salutis,” which, I believe, is uni- 
quely Scriptural, is as follows: Election, regenera- 
tion, faith, repentance, justification, confession, 
sanctification, and glorification. It is worthy of 
notice that regeneration holds the second place in 
this list. This is an important place, and it be- 
hooves us to give regeneration its proper place in 
our theological thinking and teaching. 

Dr. John L. Girardeau, who for many years was 
Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology in 
Columbia Seminary, was on one occasion sitting 
as an auditor in a certain church in Columbia, 
S. C., when the preacher undertook to give the 
“ordo salutis.”” The minister said: “I see in the 
audience the distinguished Professor of Theology 
in Columbia Seminary, who knows, of course, 
that this is the right order.” Dr. Girardeau rose 
from his seat immediately and said: “I would not 
have said a word on this occasion had I not been 
mentioned by name, but I feel constrained to say 
that the ‘ordo salutis’ as given by the preacher is 
totally different from that which I hold.” Thus it 
appears that Dr. Girardeau thought it important 
to hold an “ordo salutis’”? which is well substan- 
tiated in Scripture. 


I. The Two-Fold Consequences 
Of The Fall. 


The Bible uniformly teaches that man by his 
sin incurred God’s wrath and condemnation. The 
sinner is therefore guilty and stands condemned 
before God. Man by the fall lost all claim on God’s 
mercy and, until some arrangement for pardon 
can be made, stands separated from God—deserv- 
ing to drink to the bitter dregs the wine of the 
wrath of God. 


But this is not by any means the only conse- 
quence of man’s sin. Sin has not only left man- 
kind guilty, but it has also left his heart depraved, 
corrupt, and dead. Now guilt and depravity are of 
course closely related, but they are certainly not 
identical. The one is related to justification, the 
other to sanctification; the one is remedied by a 
single act, the other is removed by a gradual pro- 
cess. Dr. Kuyper has pointed out in this connec- 
tion that there is quite a difference between the 
fire and the blackened spot on the wall caused by 
it, because the black spot remains long after the 
blaze has been extinguished. The blaze of sin 
makes a black spot on the soul and heart of a man; 
and the spot remains even after the sin has been 
removed. The guilt is removed by the atoning 
blood of Jesus Christ, while the dead heart must 
be quickened by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


II. The Necessity Of Regeneration 
And The Author Thereof. 


We have seen that sin has left man with a dead 
heart; nor does it take a wise man to understand 
that a dead heart is absolutely unable to do any- 
thing of itself to help itself. It is evident, there- 
fore, that if the dead heart is to be quickened, 
some power outside of itself must come to the 





About Regeneration 


By Rev. Robert F. Boyd* 










rescue. The dead heart is naturally unable 
accept the salvation wrought for man 
death of Jesus Christ. Hence the “ordo salutig 
indicates that regeneration precedes faith, 
pentance, justification, etc. This doctrine that , 
man must be born again before he can receive gq). 
vation is quite noticeable in Old Testament the. 
ology. Old Testament writers record in varioys 
places the conviction that the only hope of ay 
amendment of the life lies in a regenerated heart 
(cf. Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 36:35). Indeed Eze. 
kie] says that we amend our lives only because 
God gives us a new heart and a new spirit (Eze. 
kiel 11:19). 


This identical truth is also expounded in ou 
Lord’s conversation with Nicodemus. Although 
Nicodemus was the teacher of Israel, he was sadly 
ignorant of the primary prerequisite for entrance 
into the Kingdom of God. (This mistake is too 
often made in the Church today: men are for. 
getting the fact that they are sinners and that 
before they can see the Kingdom of God their 
depraved heart must first be quickened by the 
Holy Spirit. Accordingly when the rich young 
ruler came to Jesus to talk with Him about en- 
trance into the Kingdom, he came ignorant of his 
depravity and sinfulness but pleading his morality, 
Jesus rebuked him and informed him of the im- 
possibility of entrance into the Kingdom of God 
on such terms.) Said Jesus to Nicodemus: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born anew 
he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”’ (John 3:3). 
The Holy Spirit must first re-create the dead and 
depraved heart. The necessity of regeneration as 
a means of entrance into the Kingdom is indis- 
putable; nor are we left in doubt concerning the 
author of it. The possibility of salvation rests in 
the hands of God. Man himself brings absolutely 
nothing into the Kingdom; he enters as a helpless 
babe. As the new-born babe is born into the world 
by the power of God, so the child is born into the 
Kingdom by the power of the Holy Spirit. 









III. The Results Of Regeneration. 


It is of primary importance to understand that 
regeneration is not the removal of sin; the re 
generated man remains a sinner. It is only after 
the sinner’s sanctification is completed that he can 
be considered without sin. The depravity which 
came to man by the fall is the first thing which 
must be dealt with before the grace of God can 
be appropriated to the sinner. This depravity has 
been dealt with in regeneration. It is to be well 
noted that in regeneration, as in every other item 
of the “ordo salutis,” God is the great subject 
and the sinner the object. Thus Paul says to Titus: 
“Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration and by the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost whom He richly poured on ws 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” (Titus 3:5,6.) 

After God’s Spirit has quickened the heart of 
the sinner, then the sinner is able to hear and 
heed the call of the Gospel which comes by the 
preaching of the Word. This preaching of the 
Word is the main instrumentality through which 
the grace of Christ is made known to men. “With- 
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put faith it is impossible to please Him.” (He- 
brews 13:6.) But whence is the faith? “Now faith 
ometh +-y hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
hrist.’” (Romans 10:17.) The Holy Spirit sent 
forth by Christ is the agent through whore per- 
sonal presence and efficiency the call of the Gos- 
pel is made effectual to the sinner. The Holy Spirit 
“Mhonors the faithful and true preaching of the 
‘BWord of God. And if the prophets of God would 
be faithful and true in their preaching they must 
present Christ as He really is. He must ever be 
preached and known as the Crucified Recsemer. 
‘Bit He is so preached (and there is absolutely no 
other way to preach Him), the pride of intellect 





will abase itself before Him as the highest truth. 
If He is so preached, even the striving after good 
will change into striving after God. If He is so 
preached, human souls will be wakened to the 
reality of guilt and to the bondage of sin, and 
they will by the Holy Spirit see that, as despised 
and rejected of men, Jesus is what they need. The 
unutterable glory of the cross will dawn upon 
them, and they will run for refuge to Him who is 
willing and ready to be their Lord and Saviour. 


*Pastor of St. Andrew’s Church, Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 
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Our Royal Friesthood 


(I Peter 2:9) 
By Rev. J. K. Pc. Ir.* 


In Peter’s First Epistle, chapter two, verse 
nine, we find a group of phrases or terms which 
were once used to describe only the Jewish na- 
tion, the Israelites of old. But here we find these 
terms used to describe all those who believe in 
Christ, all who are the people of God. The words 
of this Epistle are “unto you which  be- 
lieve ... which in time past were not a people, 
but are now the people of God.” 


Stop right now and ask yourself: Does this ‘n- 
clude me? Am I one of those who believe? Ain I 
included in the list of the people of God? If not, 
then these descriptive terms do not apply to you. 
An entirely different kind of description is given 
in God’s Word to those who will not believe. But 


if you are a child of God then listen to this de- — 


scription of what you are as a believer in Christ. 
“Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people,” and you are 
all of this in order that “ye should show forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvelous light.” 


Christian people, do you realize to what heights 
you have been lifted by your Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ? We who were living in darkness, in 
the depths of sin and misery, hopeless and help- 
less, have been lifted out of this condition by 
Christ Jesus and have been made kings and priests 
with God. “Ye are a royal priesthood.” Lay hold 
on this fact as to what you now are in Christ in 
comparison as to what you once were without 
Christ. Think of yourself today and ever after as 
a kingly priest, and your life from this day on 
will be lived on a higher plane than ever before. 
But lest we should become proud and boast of 
what we are let us remember always that we did 
not lift ourselves to this high estate, but that God 
Himself through Christ has made us what we are. 


“You are the royal priesthood,” as Goodspeed 
translates it, and immediately our thoughts go 
back to the priests of old in order to get a better 


understanding of the meaning of Our Royal 
Priesthood. 


The first priests that we know anything about 
were the heads of the families or tribes, or the 
firstborn as dedicated to Jehovah, though they 
were not then called priests. However, they exer- 


cised the priestly duties. The head of the familv 
was th: one who conducted worship, and who 
offered sacrifices. At his death the firstborn in 
the family took over these priestly rights and 
duties. 


Later on Moses seems to have officiated as 
priest for the children of Israel. After he had re- 
ceived instructions from the Lord on Mount Sinai 
he built an altar and offered up sacrifices on it 
with the help of some young men whom he had 
appointed. When the tabernacle was finished, 
Aaron and his sons were made priests, but Moses 
at the command of the Lord performed the 
priestly functions of setting the shewbread, light- 
ing the lamps, burning incense, and offering the 
daily sacrifice. But when Aaron and his sons were 
consecrated as priests then Moses officiated as 
priest for the last time. 


With the consecration of Aaron and his sons 
there grew up a priest caste in Israel. The priest- 
hood was transmitted from father to son down 
through the generations, more or less accurately, 
until the Old Testament dispensation came to an 
end. 


The duties of these priests were several. They 
kept the altar fire ever burning, symbolising Je- 
hovah’s never ceesing worship. They kept the 
golden candlestick outside the veil filled with oil. 
They offered morning and evening sacrifices with 
a meat and drink offering at the tabernacle door. 
They were always ready to do the priestly office 
for any worshipper. They declared clean or un- 
clean, and ceremonially purified the lepers. They 
offered expiatory sacrifices for the sins of the peo- 
ple. They taught Israel the Law. They blew the 
alarm for marching. They annvunced the begin- 
ning of solemn days and days of gladness, and 
summoned all to a penitential feast. The people 
appealed to them in controversies. They pro- 
nounced blessings on the people. Such were some 
of the duties at least of the priest in olden days. 
The priest was the one who acted for the people 
toward God, the spokesman of the people to God. 


Then Christ came. The Great High Priest came 
into the world, and the old dispensation faded 
into the new. No longer is there any need for 
human priests in the old sense of the term. 
Aaron’s priesthood has passed away, but the 
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priesthood of Christ never passes away. The 
priests of old died and others took their places, 
but Christ ever liveth, so that there is no need to 
transmit the priesthood to successors. The high 
priests of old needed assistants to help them with 
the priestly duties, because they could not do it 
all. But the Lord Jesus Christ, our Great High 
Priest, needs no assistant. Hence there is no need 
for human priests in the old sense, for we have a 
Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, who does it all 
for us. He needs no helper, neither Jewish priest, 
nor Catholic. 


Jesus Christ. our Great High Priest, needs no 
helper because He Himself can and does fulfill 
all the duties and functions of a priest for us. 
And when any church on earth consecrates a man 
as a priest that church is either underestimating 
the value of Christ’s priesthood, or misinterpreting 
His priesthood, or denying it altogether. For what 
does Christ do for us as our priest? “Christ exe- 
cuteth the office of a priest, in his once offering 
up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, 
and reconcile us to God, and in making continual 
intercession for us.” What can any human priest 
add to this? What more can any priest do for us? 


One of the main duties of a priest was to offer 
up sacrifices to God for the sins of the people that 
Ged and man might be reconciled. God Himself 
tells us that Christ has offered up a sacrifice for 
the sins of the people once and for all, a sacrifice 
that makes sure a reconciliation between God and 
man for all who believe, thus eliminating the need 
for any more sacrifices. And the sacrifice that He 
offered was not the blood of bulls and goats on 
some Jewish altar slain, but Himself, the Lamb of 
God without spot and without blemish, Himself, 
the only begotten and eternal Son of the Father 
in heaven. “Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many.” Can any human priest add to His 
sacrifice? Can any human priest effect a better 
reconciliation? 


The other main duty of the priest was to be the 
spokesman of the people to God; he was to be 
their intercessor with God. We need no human 
priest to perform this duty for us for two reasons 
at least. For one thing, Christ Himself, Our Great 
High Priest, is our intercessor with God. “He is 
able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.” Christ Himself is continu- 
ally making intercession for us, and who is better 
qualified to do so than He? We need no human 
priest to pray our sins away. Christ Himself has 
atoned for sin, and He Himself is pleading with 
the Father for us, ard we may rest assured that 
God is hearing His own Son who laid down His 
life for us and who does always those things that 
please His Father. 


The second reason for not needing a human 
priest to perform this duty c: function of inter- 
cession for us is that each person in the name of 
Christ may perform this duty and privilege for 
himself and for others. Each one of us has the 
great privilege of interceding for himself and for 
others in the name of Christ. The veil has been 
rent, and each one of us may approach the 
eternal Father through Christ for himself. We 
need no human priest to do this for us. You and I 
have the same access to the Father in heaven as 
any priest on earth might have, and we may at 
any time approach Him in prayer in the name of 





Jesus Christ. And this brings us back to the testi. 
mony of our text, “Ye are a royal priesthood.” 
All you who believe, all you who are the peopl 
of God, are a royal priesthood. We Presbyterians 
believe in the priesthood of all believers. 


This is the teaching of God’s Word. God said of 
the children of Israel that they were to be unto 
Him a “kingdom of priests.” Again, Isaiah the 
Prophet said to them, “But ye shall be named the 
Priests of the Lord.” Now the New Testament 
teaches that the true Israel of God consists of al] 
who believe. Here is what Peter, inspired of the 
Holy Spirit, wrote of us who believe, “Ye also, as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept- 
able to God by Jesus Christ.”” John in the Book of 
Revelation also wrote, “And hath made us kings 
and priests unto God.” As well as the words of 
our text, ‘Ye are a royal priesthood.” 





Where then is the necessity or sanction any 
longer for a consecrated priest of the Church? 
There is none. We who believe are _ ourselves 
priests with the same rights and privileges as any 
one else on earth to approach the Father in hea- 
ven. Why go to anyone else to have your sins 
prayed away when you yourself may ask the 
Father in heaven to forgive your sins with the as- 
surance that in the name of Christ He will do just 
that? We who believe are our own priests. Good- 
speed translates our text, “You are the royal 
priesthood,” implying that there is no other. 


The two main functions of the priest were to 
offer sacrifices for sin and to be the spokesman 
with God for the people. Jesus Christ has offered 
Himself as the sacrifice for sin once and for all, 
so that there is no longer any need for a human 
priest to perform this function. Any one who be- 
lieves may now in the name of Christ perform the 
other function of the priest for himself. We who 
believe are our own spokesmen with God; we are 
kingly priests. 


Christian people, you who believe, do you rea- 
lize what you are in Christ Jesus? Do you realize 
from what depths to what heights you have been 
lifted by your Saviour? Do you realize the mag- 
nificence of your standing with God through 
Christ? In Christ you yourself have free access to 
the throne of God in heaven. Are you conscious of 
the rights and duties and privileges that are yours 
as kingly priests? Are you exercising these rights 
and duties and privileges? 


In these days of war and tension, in these days 
of separation and loss of loved ones, in these days 
of immorality and loose living, perhaps more than 
ever before in the history of the world we need a 
great host of men and women and boys and girls 
who, realizing the greatness of their office as 
kingly priests, are continually at the Throne of 
Grace in prayer. If you are a believer in Christ, 
then you are a kingly priest; therefore, this is 
your right, this is your duty, this is your highest 
privilege, the right and duty and privilege of 
prayer. 


We have right here in this Church a royal 
priesthood, including all of you who believe in 
Christ. Why then do we not feel more of the 
presence and power of God in our midst? Why 1s 
it that the presence and power of God is not felt 
more in the community around us? Can it be that 
some of us, or all of us, are not living up to what 
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we are in Christ? Can it be that with free access 
to the Throne of God every minute of every day 
and night we never take advantage of it? 

As you leave this House of Worship this morn- 
ing I challenge you to take with you this thought 
in your minds, this truth in your hearts: that if I 
am a believer in Christ, then I am also a kingly 
priest with God, and therefore it is my right and 
duty and privilege to pray, to speak with God in 
the name of Christ for myself and for others. 


no drunkenness nor gambling was seen and that 
during the long dominion of the soldiery the prop- 
erty of peaceful citizens and the honor of woman 
was held sacred. No servant girl complained, not 
an ounce of plate was taken from the shops of 
goldsmiths. 

This is the army never defeated in battle, which 
the great pioneer of our Democracy, Cromwell, 
trained and led, and which believed in the Rights 


of Man, in Prayer and in the God of Battle. 
Here is something wonderful, marvelous indeed, anise 


that we who believe have been lifted out of the 
mire and dirt of sin and have been made kingly 
priests with God through Christ Jesus. I challenge 
you to live up to what you thus are. “You are the 
royal priesthood.” 


——_- 


*Concord, N. C. 


*Charlottesville, Va. 


BOOK REVIEWS 
Guideposts For Youth 


By Lawrence H. Wharton 


Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price $1.00. 


The author has included in this little book a 
number of challenging and thought-provoking 
truths, which should especially appeal to senior 
ranks proclaimed his Hitlerian views of God and high and younger college students. Each short 
Prayer, contradicting history both sacred and pro- chapter is closely linked with Biblical truths as 
fane. well as being related to everyday experiences. 

Evidently he had not heard of the most brilliant Such statements as these will appeal to thinking 
military strategist America has ever produced young people: 

“Stonewall” Jackson, “the praying General.” The “Join the aristocracy of men who live their 
German Rommel, who gave us so much trouble lives with a clear margin between right and 
in Africa, spent weeks, just before the World War wrong.” 

broke out, in the Valley of Virginia studying Jack- “Hearsay Religion is bad only when it serves 
son’s Campaigns. Evidently too the young private as a stopping place.” 

never heard of the Army that never lost a Battle. “All men breathe out an atmosphere of either 
Lord McCaulay’s history of England describing fear or faith.” 

it might interest, and instruct him. “Religious faith is the greatest invisible bag- 

The army of Cromwell—the great forerunner gage a man can carry.” 
of the democracy of all English speaking people— Pastors and leaders of Youth Fellowship groups 
was a praying army that believed in God. The will find this book valuable in providing worth- 
intelligence, the gravity, and the self-command of while discussion topics. Guideposts For Youth will 
the warriors Cromwell trained,—their prompt be a worthy addition to any young person’s li- 
obedience on watch, on drill, on field of battle brary. —wW. E. Simpson. 
made that army irresistible; in his camp alone the 
most rigid discipline was found in company with Blu e Skies 

By Louise Harrison McCraw 


the fiercest enthusiasm. From the time when the 
army was remodelled to the time when it was dis- 

Published By The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


banded it never found either in British Islands or 
In “Blue Skies” Miss McCraw has skillfully 


on the continent an enemy that could stand its 
onset. In England, Scotland, Ireland, Flanders the 

pointed out the ills in the average Christian’s 
relationship with the Jews and has presented an 


Puritan warriors, often surrounded by difficul- 

ties, sometimes contending against threefold odds, 

not only never failed to conquer, but never failed infallible cure—love. Edith St. Clair begins her 

to destroy whatever force opposed them. They at mission work among a Jewish section of her city 

length came to regard the day of battle as a day through a sense of duty. She is led, by the grace 

of certain triumph and marched against the most of God and constant prayer, to a totally different 

renowned battalions of Europe with disdainful conception of the Hebrew race. Indeed, from an 
involuntary contempt for a Hebrew Christian with 
whom she must work, she grows to love him for 


confidence. Turenne was startled by the shout 
of stern exultation with which his English allies 

his ideals and character and overcomes her dis- 
like of his personal appearance. 


advanced to the combat and expressed the delight 
This extremely interesting story, “Blue Skies” 


of a true soldier at this custom of Cromwell’s 

pikemen to rejoice greatly when they beheld the 

enemy: the banished Cavaliers, too, felt an emotion could be made a textbook for all engaged in this 

of national pride when they saw a brigade of their needed missionary work. Every Christian should 
read it thoughtfully, not thinking it would be a 
good book for his neighbor but rather looking in- 


countrymen, outnumbered by foes and abandoned 

by allies, drive before it in headlong rout the finest 
wardly and making the application more personal. 
Only when we realize our obligation to present 


infantry of Spain and force a passage into a 
the Gospel “to the Jew first” and realize their 


counterscarp which had just been pronounced im- 
pregnable by the ablest Marshals of France. 

great, need for our Gospel will we fulfill Christ’s 
last commandment to us: “Go ye into all the 


But the chief distinction of Cromwell’s army 
Was the austere morality and the fear of God 

world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
—Mrs. Julian R. Alford. 


The Army Never Defeated 
By Samuel B. Woods" 


Recently in the Forum a young private of the 


which permeated all ranks. The most zealous Royal- 
ists admitted that in camp no oath was heard, 
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On Being A Real Person 


By Harry Emerson Fosdick 


Published By Harper & Brothers, 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.50. 


This book needs no longer introduction for 
those who have read the earlier volumes by Dr. 
Fosdick on similar themes—“The Secret of Vic- 
torious Living,” ‘Successful Christian Living,” 
“The Power To See It Through” and “Living 
Under Tension.” 


At the outset we have the viewpoint of the 
liberal theologian and the Christian humanist who 
quotes with approval Dr. Hocking’s statement, “Of 
all animals it is man in whom heredity counts for 
least and conscious building forces for most;... 
other creatures nature could largely finish: the 
human creature must finish himself.’’ That is not 
the teaching of Genesis or Paul or John’s Gospel— 
but this is of less importance. The author states: 
“My main purpose in writing this book has not 
been to present an argument for religious faith. 
indeed, from the beginning I determined to deal 
with that, not as much but as little as I could.” 
To be a real person is to get a better hold on your- 
self, to master your fears, to integrate your 
talents and capacities, to handle your mischievous 
conscience, to accept the principle of released 
power and to exercise a practical] faith. 

There are forty-two references to the Scrip- 
tures listed, but many, many more to poets, 
philosophers, novelists, psychologists, and biogra- 
phers—evidence of wide reading on the redis- 
covery of man and the art of living. Like Con- 
fucious in the old parable, the author stands watch- 
ing the man in the pit and tells him how he 
got there by his own carelessness and ignorance, 
but there seems to be no rope. In theological 
language this book is a perfect example of auto- 
soteric. Its advice is incomparable, its precepts 
admirable, its cautions and warnings excellent, its 
sympathy and encouragement  altruistic—but 
Bunyan’s pilgrim in Doubting Castle had a key 
which was given by Another, and even in the 
Slough of Despond there were stones laid on Bed- 
rock. The book tells more of what we can do 
than of what Christ did and does for us. There 
is much said on constructive personality and the 
development of character. But there is no chapter 
on regeneration and conversion. At times the 
author himself despairs of “Using all that is in 
us” and of ‘Mastering depression” by another tug 
at our own boot straps. But judge for yourself 
what strange language is used of the human soul 
face to face with God (page 103): “The essential 
religious experience of communion with God and 
devotion to his will makes us feel important. The 
little ego is inflated by what belongs to it; the 
enlarged self is made significant by what it be- 
longs to. Really to believe in God, therefore, 
genuinely to worship him, to have the mirror- 
minded self become all windows in an hour of out- 
going adoration, to become conscious of inner 
union with the Universal Life, of belonging to 
him, having a part in his purposes, being a trus- 
tee of his commissions, having access to his avail- 
able power, is an experience alike humbling and 
exalting. It shames the little ego but it expands 
and dignifies the personality. Such religious ex- 
perience is the very opposite of egocentricity, but 
nothing in human history has done more to pro- 
duce and sustain a saving self-respect.” 

The final chapter of the book is entitled, “The 


Practical Use of Faith.” But it is “faith in some 
person, cause, idea” rather than evangelical faith 
in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Faith j 
easy. It is a drug on the market. Everyone has q 
faith-faculty (p. 240). Constructive faith in ap 
idea produced Charles Darwin. “Whether it be 
Christ or Hitler, when such committal of faith js 
heartily made it pulls the trigger of human energy” 
(p. 245). And the last sentence of the book reads: 
“A constructive faith is thus the supreme 
organizer of life, and, lacking it, like Humpty 
Dumpty we fall and break to pieces, and the 
wonder is whether all the king’s horses and al] 
the king’s men can ever put us together again” 
(p. 264). Faith in what? or in whom? 
—Samuel M. Zwemer, 


A Christian Basis For The 
Post-War World 


By The Archbishop Of Canterbury 
And Ten Collaborators 


Published By Morehouse-Gorham Co. 
New York, N. Y. 


Dr. Pieter S. Gerbranly, the Calvinistic Dutch 
Minister, said recently in an address to the London 
Missionary Society: “If Christ is again left outside 
the deliberations of statesmen, outside the council 
chambers of the Peace Conference, it is doubtful 
whether the kingdom of the Netherlands can rise 
again out of trouble and humiliation. Superficial 
reformers are now boasting of the building of a 
new world, but the Architect of our world is God, 
who only accepts our help according to his plan.” 
All post-war planners could profit by this state- 
ment, and the contributors to this volume are not 
to be excepted. 


This small book is a commentary on the “Ten 
Peace Points” proposed by the present Roman 
Catholic Pope. The commentators vary in their 
theological, social, and economic: views and each 
assumes responsibility only for his own essay. 
There are many points on which all Christians 
agree with in this book—Roman Catholic and 
Protestant. Here is such a statement: ‘The pres- 
ent evils in the world are due to the failure of 
nations and people to carry out the laws of God. 
No permanent peace is possible in Europe unless 
the principles of the Christian religion are made 
the foundation of national policy and of all social 
life.” All will agree in the earnest appeals for 
justice and reciprocal equity. 


Archbishop Temple states that on these ten 
points there is a basis for cooperation between 
Christians but wisely affirms “Of course, our 
differences remain, and on our own ground we 
shall uphold the whole of what we believe to be 
the truth committed to us.” 

The reader will be disappointed after reading 
the fourth point on “Minorities” to find no 
mention of religious freedom for minorities. One 
would be more impressed with the Pope’s appeal 
for civil rights to minorities if he had first made 
an appeal for religious liberty to minorities in all 
nations, notably Spain and the South American 
Republics. 

This little book should be read by all Christian 
leaders, but with discrimination. It is stimulating 
and contains many thoughts worthy of careful 
scrutiny. The chapter on “The Family” is worth 
more than the cost of the book. Typical of this 
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essay is its closing statement: “Every family in 
heaven and earth finds its origin and end in God. 
If, then, the earth is to become the home of blessed 
spirits and not of demons, it must become a Holy 
Family sanctified in the Holy Name of God.” 
—John R. Richardson. 





The Meaning Of Repentance 
By Wm. D. Chamberlain 


Published By The Westminster Press, 925 Wither- 
spoon Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.00. 


Sometime ago Sylvester Horne visited our na- 
tion, and as he was embarking he left this dis- 
turbing observation with us: “The average sermon 
I have heard in America is a pious exhortation to 
nice people; to go on being nice.” We cannot 
honestly deny the truthfulness of this observation. 
Such ministers would find immeasurable help in 
this new volume of Dr. Chamberlain’s. The value 
of this book is not limited to those who have 
omitted this prophetic and apostolic note in their 
preaching, it will benefit all who have been preach- 
ing it to do so more effectively. 

The contents of this volume consist largely of 
the Smyth Lectures delivered at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in 1941. The author’s method 
has been to study the New Testament directly, 
rather than to read what others have said on the 
subject. He shows that the New Testament message 
opens and closes with the note of repentance. 

There are six lectures in this book. The first 
discusses the need for a restudy of repentance. 
The author affirms “‘The scope of the misunder- 
standing of repentance has been as wide as West- 
ern Christianity. This has been true of both 
Protestantism and Catholicism. I do not mean that 
no Christians have grasped the meaning of Jesus’ 
message, ‘Repent ye.” I do mean to say that the 
mass of Christians have not risen, even approxi- 
mately, to the level of Jesus’ meaning.” 

The second chapter is devoted to the New Testa- 
ment emphasis on repentance. Dr. Chamberlain 
asserts “repentance stands in the forefront of the 
important doctrines of the New Testament.” Then 
he adds: “When Jesus began his ministry, he ac- 
cepted the message of John as the core of his own 
(Matt. 4:17); enlarging, enriching and ennobling 
John’s conception of repentance. His greatest 
emphasis lay in correcting men’s thinking on the 
basic things of life: happiness, righteousness, the 
nature of God and of his Kingdom. The first 
recorded teaching of Jesus following his opening 
message, ‘Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand,’ is the Sermon on the Mount. This is an 
admirable example of how Jesus sought to change 
men’s preconceptions by offering a new set of 
ideas, a new standard of values.” 


The author entitles his third lecture ‘“‘The Impli- 
cation of Repentance.” He points out in this mes- 
sage how our idea of repentance affects our con- 
ception of God, man, what God expects of man, 
and the nature of the Kingdom. Some hard think- 
Ing is revealed here that will correct many mis- 
understandings regarding these pivotal truths. 

The fourth lecture gives a contrast between the 
mind of the flesh which is death, and the mind of 
Christ which is life. “The New Testament,” says 
Dr. Chamberlain, “is the story of clashing view- 
points. This clash occurs along the entire front 
of human life and thought!” The author’s experi- 
ence as a New Testament exegete is evidenced 
throughout this chapter. His remarks flash with 


illuminating insights into Pauline literature. 

One of the most practical chapters is his fifth 
lecture in which he shows how repentance is pro- 
duced. Here he reveals how one produces the 
transition from the mind of the flesh to the mind 
of Christ which we call repentance. He discusses 
this subject both negatively and positively, show- 
ing what actually produces genuine repentance 
and what does not. It is gratifying to observe that 
the author recognizes the importance of the work 
of the Holy Spirit in repentance. He plainly states 
“The new man and the new mind are the work 
of the Holy Spirit.’”’ Again, he writes: “Repentance 
is produced as the Holy Spirit works within the 
human life, transforming its aspirations, ideals, 
ambitions, and viewpoints. The central theme upon 
which the Spirit plays is the message of a crucified 
Saviour. The response to this infinite love is re- 
pentance.” 


The closing lecture is a magnificent discussion 
of the meaning of repentance for Christian preach- 
ing. He challenges us to redefine the task of the 
Church, and makes this accusation, ““‘We have had 
too much preaching that dealt out mild homeo- 
pathic doses of ethical exhortation or sought to 
establish a social utopia by ignoring the funda- 
mental need for a complete change in the mind 
and heart of mankind.” 


This is the kind of book the evangelical minister 
appreciates. It should inspire many a fruitful ser- 
mon that will edify the body of Christ. No preach- 
er reading it seriously could ever preach like the 
rector who said timidly to his fastidious congre- 
gation: “Except ye repent as it were, and be 
converted in a measure, ye shall be damned to a 
certain extent.” —John R. Richardson. 


aa 
— 


Westhaven 


By Frank Vanderberg 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


This little book is based on sound doctrine and 
good theological thinking. The plot has some good 
points but is developed in choppy, and sometimes 
wholly unrelated sequences. Briefly, Harry the 
hero is exiled to Westhaven by his well to do 
father for no other reason than that he spent 
too much money at the University (not, let it be 
clearly understood, on wine, women and song for 
his is a sterling character marred only by his some- 
what twisted religious beliefs). At Westhaven he 
immediately gets a job in the lumberyard of Oliver 
Boyd, leads a model life, falls slowly and not 
excitedly in love with Laura, Boyd’s secretary, 
who is a sweet true Christian girl. The end of 
his year on trial finds that both Boyd and Harry 
have found the Light through the aid of their fine 
Christian friends and splendid, gospel preaching 
“dominie” as Boyd calls the Rev. Mr. Eaton. Boyd 
puts Harry “second in command” of his business, 
Harry’s father is satisfied and Harry and Laura 
are married to live happily. 


The high points of the book are found in the 
arguments for accepting Christ as a personal 
Saviour as presented by the minister, Mrs. Boyd, 
Laura, and later by Boyd, himself to some of his 
“hard biten cronies.”” The author is quite capable 
in expressing his beliefs and convictions, but un- 
fortunately his manner of presentation is inferior 
to his message. —Mrs. Julian R. Alford. 
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The Plight Of Man And 
The Power Of God 


By D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 


Published By The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. 1943. 120 Pages. Price $1.00. 


Many churchmen are engaged in planning a 
happy and a warless world. The careful observer 
will note a critical weakness in their plans—the 
failure to reckon with the wicked heart of man. 
The planners assume the essential goodness of 
humanity. Popular theology has not returned to 
the doctrine of man’s complete sinfulness. This 
failure to reckon with the cause of the world’s 
ills must lead to a failure in the solution offered. 
The Christian faith, however, knows the cause— 
the depravity of the heart. It has the only solu- 
tion—the gospel of Christ. “The gospel alone 
faces and exposes the fundamental problem of 
man and his needs. It alone has the right view 
of man as he is. It alone diagnoses accurately; it 
alone has the remedy.” Thus D. Martyn Lloyd- 
Jones repeatedly reminds us with eloquence and 
force in his book, THE PLIGHT OF MAN AND 
THE POWER OF GOD. 

The first four chapters of this book were de- 
livered as a series of lectures at the Free Church 
College, Edinburg. The fifth chapter, an integral 
part of the series was added at a later date. Each 
chapter is based on a text from the first chapter 
of Romans—Paul’s classic presentation of man’s 
plight and God’s power. The following are the 
titles and their texts: “The Religious History of 
Mankind” (1:21); “Religion and Morality” 
(1:18); “The Nature of Sin” (1:18, 28, 32); “The 
beers of God” (1:18); “The Only Solution” 
(is ; 

The author is the colleague of G. Campbell Mor- 
gan at Westminster Chapel. Before his ordination 
he was a physician of note. He has distinguished 
himself as a preacher and a lecturer. He is true 
to the Word of God. He is most frank and prac- 
tical. His style is simple and direct. He deserves 
to be read. We owe him thanks for turning our 
minds to the powerful doctrines of sin and grace. 


—Adrian De Young. 


The Christ Of The Ages 


By Frank G. Beardsley, Ph.D. 


Published By The American Tract Society, 21 
West Forty-Sixth St., New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


As stated in his prefatory statement, the 
author’s aim is “to gather the scattered threads of 
history which have bearing upon the making of 
Christianity and its influence in the world and to 
show how these substantiate the claims of Christi- 
anity to be of divine origin.” 

In addition to the strong introductory chapter, 
there are four Books, each divided into four chap- 
ters. First, The Preparation for Christianity; Sec- 
ond, The Preservation and Triumph of Christianity; 
Third, The Expansion of Christianity; and Fourth, 
The Fruits of Christianity, with a concluding chap- 
ter on The Logic of Christianity. 

Dr. Beardsley contends that the events of his- 
tory B.C. so converge to a common point in the 
preparation of the world for Christ’s advent and 
dovetail together with such precision in this great 
event “that we can scarcely resist the logic of 
the facts that the Prophet of Nazareth was none 
other than a Teacher sent from God, that the 





claims of Christ’s disciples that He was indeed the 
Son of God have been fully corroborated by 
nineteen centuries of Christian history.” 

Dr. Beardsley gives us in some 300 pages q 
masterly resume and analysis of human history, 
ancient and modern, that is well worth reading, 
He closes with an eloquent conclusion, “‘that Jesus 
Christ must have been the Son of God, the 
effulgence of his glory and the very image of his 
substance.” “This we may not be able to prove 
with the precision of a mathematical demonstra. 
tion, for we are not dealing with a problem in 
mathematics; but so far as history can point to a 
conclusion it is that Jesus was divine. He is the 
Christ of the Ages. In no other way can the facts 
be accounted for. This then is the Logic of His. 
tory, Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, and the 
Savior of mankind.” 

The book is interesting and profitable reading 
throughout. We recommend it especially to young 


people. —wW. N. Blair. 





Introduction To The 


New Testament 
By Hy. C. Thiessen, Ph.D. 


Published By The Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 

Ministers and laymen desiring to own an in- 
troduction to the New Testament that hits the 
mark without shooting over their heads or under- 
estimating their intelligence will discover such 
in this concise, and well-arranged volume. The 
treatment of each of the twenty-seven books is 
adequate. The author has successfully allied to 
this introduction a grand chapter on the inspiration 
of the Scriptures written with marked directness 
and earnestness that should inspire those who 
have become indifferent to this fundamental sub- 
ject to have a new appreciation for this essential 
truth. While written in good style the author 
avoids all frills and trimmings tending to obscure 
the object he has in mind—to present the truth 
understandingly. The old truths are presented in a 
new light that moves the reader to a deeper 
reverence for the Word of God by which man 
must live to live successfully. Such a work de- 
serves a wide circulation. 


—John R. Richardson. 


My Daily Guide 
By T. W. Engstrom 


Published By The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 50 Cents. 

This is a vest pocket devotional guide in appo- 
priate form for soldiers and sailors. It provides 4 
verse of Scripture and a verse of poetry for each 
day in the year. The selections are spiritual and 
helpful. Perhaps the quoting of the selections for 
this day may give as good an insight into the little 
volume as one can offer: 

“Wherefore He is able to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He 


ever liveth to make intercession for them. He- 
brews 7.25. 








“Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see; 

And what I do in anything, 
To do it as to Thee.” 


—Wnm. C. R. 
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